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PRAYER

If you do not know the Lord Jesus
as your Saviour and Lord, pray the
following prayer in faith, and Jesus

will be your Lord!

Heavenly Father, [ come to You in
the Name of Jesus. Your Word says,
“Whosoever shall call on the Name
of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts
2:21). Come into my heart Jesus and
be Lord over my life. According to
Romans 10:9-10: “That if you confess
with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,
and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified,
and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved.”

I confess that Jesus is Lord, and |
believe in my heart that God raised
Him from the dead.

If you have just prayed this prayer,
please write and let us know of your
decision. We have a free minibook,
titled The New Birth that we would
like to send you to help you begin
your new life in Jesus!

SERVICE TIMINGS

Sunday

Worship & the Word
Covenant Kids
Nagamese Service
Prayer & Praise

Wednesday
Pastor’s Bible Study

Friday
Dream Team

Saturday
Radical Generation

*as announced
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OVERCOMING

~ OFFENCE

Proverbs 18:19
A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city, and
quarreling is like the bars of a castle.

(CEV) Making up with a friend you have offended is harder
than breaking through a city wall.

Many people in the body of Christ are offended. In churches
around the world you will find Christians who secretly harbor
an offense. To be offended means to feel annoyance or
resentment because of a perceived insult or mistreatment. It
means to feel slighted, miffed, hurt, or disgruntled because of
the actions of others.

A pastor | know told me that most of the problems in his
church are “people-problems.” He said, “2% of the people in
my congregation take up 80% of my time.” | asked how many
of these 2percenters are offended. He said, “The vast majority

By Pastor
John Roughton

of them.” Offended people not only feel troubled; they also
usually cause trouble.

Many churches are filled with offended people. Often the
problem is a simple misunderstanding. Many times it is a
small matter that grows into something bigger. Because of
offense some have left the church, never to return. Others have
completely fallen away from the faith.

Jesus said in the last days many will be offended, will betray
one another, and will hate one another (Matthew 24:10).
Jesus is actually talking about believers in this verse. We
must be living in the last days! There are so many offended
Christians.

You need to realize that offence is one of the devil’s favorite
weapons. 1 Peter 5:8 says, Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour. Peter is writing to believers.
The devil is not seeking someone to devour in the world

(he’s already devoured them) he’s looking for someone in the
church. Notice he prowls around like a lion.

| was watching a television program about lions in Africa. It
pointed out that lions can’t attack an entire herd of wildebeest
or buffalo, it’s too difficult. Instead, lions look for the weakest
in the herd and try to separate him from the rest. Once he’s
away from the herd, the lions surround him and pounce on
him.

Friend, that’s exactly what the devil does! The enemy knows
you are weaker when you're not in fellowship with other
believers. He inspires people, moves them, to say something
or do something that annoys you or hurts your feelings. Often
these people don’t even realize the devil is using them. But you
should recognize the enemy’s tactics and don’t let him gain an
advantage over you (see 2 Corinthians 2:11). Satan wants you
to be offended, so that you’ll leave the church. He wants you to
walk away from the protection of the flock. But once you’re on
your own, he and his demons are going to devour you.



1 Peter 5:8 says be serious-minded and watchful. We need
to be on the look-out, especially for offense. Ephesians 6:11
tells us, Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the schemes of the devil. Notice carefully,
this verse doesn’t say we stand against the power of the devil,
but the schemes of the devil. We stand against the enemy’s
trickery or clever plans. One of his ploys is to tempt you to be
offended - especially over some small, insignificant thing.

Listen, if the pastor publicly berated you from the pulpit, if

the deacons were abusing your children - then by all means,
leave that church! ’'m not suggesting you stay in a church that
doesn’t practice the love of God. I’'m not saying you should
remain loyal at all costs. Find a church that preaches the Word
of God and accepts you.

But when you've spiritually fed and helped in a church for
many years, don’t leave just because the pastor forgot to
return your phone call. Don’t walk away from a place of
blessing because Sister ‘Zama-zama’ didn’t shake your hand
last Sunday or no one tasted your potato salad at the church
picnic!

When you are offended you are angered or distraught because
you perceived you have been mistreated or insulted. The key
word here is ‘perceived’. (Now you may have been treated
wrongly. There are some people who, for whatever reason,
intentionally want to hurt you. | understand that, but even then,
we need to forgive them.)

But often the problem is only in your head. You only imagine
that you’ve been slighted or insulted. You’re assuming the
person meant to hurt you, but that may not be the case at all.
We should give people the benefit of the doubt. Perhaps he
didn’t mean it the way it sounded. Perhaps he wasn’t even
aware that what he said offended you. But the enemy will
magnify it. The enemy wants you to continue to think about it
until it consumes all your attention.

2 Corinthians 10:4-5

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have
divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments
and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God,
and take every thought captive to obey Christ.

Notice this passage talks about strongholds then arguments
(KJV says imaginations) and finally every thought. There is a
progression. Thoughts become imaginations and imaginations
become strongholds.

It begins with our thoughts. You choose what you think on.
Don’t allow your mind to meditate on, or to dwell on the wrong
things. Take captive every thought that contradicts God’s
Word.

Thoughts quickly become imaginations. In our minds we see
the hurt, we watch it like a video over and over again, we relive
it. Imaginations once rooted in our souls become strongholds,
an impenetrable fortress that shapes our personality and casts
a shadow over our future.

But God’s power can uproot and cast down every stronghold.
We don’t have to stay offended forever!

If you are offended, the first thing to do is recognize it. You
can’t deal with something if you keep pretending it doesn’t
exist. And just because it’s well concealed, doesn’t mean it’s
not there.

You need
to realize that
offence is one of

the devil’s favorite
CET]

Hebrews 12:15

See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no
“root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it
many become defiled.

This verse says some people fail to obtain God’s grace.
Everything isn’t in God’s hand; we also have our part to play.
God’s help is always available, but we have to access it. One
reason you don’t want to stay offended is that offense can
prevent you from receiving the favor and kindness of God.

Offense is often a root of bitterness. Resentment buried deep
in the soul will eventually spring up and cause trouble. And by
this many people can become defiled. Offense spreads, it's
contagious. An offended person can cause others to become
offended. Soon half the church is angry. It is important that we
deal with it and not ignore it.

We cannot merely suppress the outward evidence of offense.
We must dig down and root out the bitterness-but how? There
is a marvelous word in the Bible: forgiveness.

In Luke 17:5 the apostles said, Lord increase our faith! Jesus
had told them to forgive those who wrong you, even 7 times in
day. The disciples realized it takes faith to forgive others. And
that’s correct; we can forgive by faith even if we don’t feel we
can.



In v.6 Jesus said, If you had faith like a grain of mustard
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.

How interesting that in connection with forgiveness, Jesus
referred to uprooting a mulberry (or sycamore) tree. Here are
several interesting facts about sycamore trees.

1. A sycamore tree grows in dry ground but has a deep root
system.

Believers are most susceptible to becoming offended when
they are dry spiritually. Let’s face it; Christians who stay full
of the Spirit are rarely overcome by offense. And offense has
a greater impact on you than you realize; its roots go deeper
than you think.

2. Its fruit is very bitter, only eaten by poor people.

Offense makes life bitter and it will block the prosperity of God.

3. Pollinated by the stinger of a wasp.

The fiery darts of the wicked one bring the offense. If you were
stung by a bee wouldn’t you immediately try to relieve the pain

and reduce the swelling? You wouldn’t allow it to go untreated.

It's the same with offense. Don’t bid your time waiting for the
right moment to “get even.” Don’t allow resentment to slowly
burn in your soul, eating away at your joy and souring your
life.

4. The wood was used to make caskets.

Unforgiveness brings death. Dismiss the offense immediately.
When you forgive another, you're not doing the wrongdoer a
favor; you’re doing yourself a favor.

Perhaps you feel insulted or that you were not honored. But
realize that you can’t force people to honor you. In Esther
3:2, Haman was antagonized and vexed because Mordecai
wouldn’t pay homage to him as he passed by. Everyone else
bowed down, but this man wouldn’t. Instead of overlooking
the perceived disrespect, Haman was obsessed with it. It
eventually led to his downfall.

Proverbs 19:11
Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to
overlook an offense.

Your greatness is determined by what you are willing to
ignore.

Proverbs 13:10 (KJV)
Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised
is wisdom.

God wants us
to he free from
offence, and hy

His divine power
to pull down those
STRONGHOLDS.

The real root of offense is pride. If you didn’t expect to be
treated a certain way, you wouldn’t be disappointed and
hurt when you weren’t. It’s better to be unassuming and be
pleasantly surprised than to expect to be held in the highest
esteem only to be disappointed.

It’s better to sit in the lowest seat and have the host elevate
you, than to take the highest seat and be demoted by another.

We have to walk in love. (Amp) Love is not touchy. Not easily
upset, not fragile.

Sometimes the offended person suffers with low self-esteem,
that’s why he is so devastated at a perceived slight. But if

you are secure in your self-worth, you don’t need people to
appreciate you and gloat over you. Jesus said to the Pharisee,
I do not receive honor from men (John 5:41). In other words
he didn’t crave it or seek it, he didn’t need it. He said it is my
Father who honors me (John 8:54).

This doesn’t mean that we should be careless in how we treat
others. How others treat you is none of your business, that’s
between them and God. Your business is how you treat others.

God wants us to be free from offence, and by his divine power
to pull down those strongholds.

You can pray this prayer with me:

Lord, | come to you in the name of Jesus.

| have been hurt and | have been feeling injured and slighted;
not appreciated or treated fairly. But Lord, | choose this

day to forgive. | refuse to allow the least bit of animosity or
resentment to remain in me. | release the person (or people)
who have acted this way; from now on, | don’t hold anything
against anyone. Father, help me to think on the things that
are good and excellent. Give me the strength to walk in

love towards those who have not shown me love. For | am
determined not to give the devil an advantage over me, | am
not ignorant of his tricks. | am free from offense in Jesus
name!
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hen | joined SFBS, my
‘;‘? initial intention was to
stay for few days or just

a week; but one thing led to another
that made me to stay on. | was also
shocked to see one of the ministers
whom | saw in my dream ten years
ago, ministering live to me at the

J io Ach ; .
oemal\:ilgeri: A2 Bible School. As the days passed by it

kept getting better.

| graduated and left SFBS, more thirsty and desiring
for more of God’s Word and presence. | have gained
a better understanding of the Word of God, and of
subjects such as salvation, faith, ministry of the Holy
Spirit and love. It was so great to be in a place where
the Word of God was taught, in an environment where
the Holy Spirit was allowed free reign, and where my
relationship with Christ was able to grow.

| also learnt that Faith and the Holy Spirit are two sides of
the same coin. Being at SFBS has changed my outlook
on Christianity. | have found out just how much | didn’t
know! No matter who you are, if your heart’s desire is
to know more about Jesus Christ, then SFBS is the best
place for you.

SPIRIT OF FAITH

Bible School

Testimony

to testify of what God
has done and is doing
through my life. After
| graduated from Spirit
of faith Bible School God

Iam glad and honoured

Lolang Konyak  opened the door in my Life

Nagaland  tq work for “Shikinah Montessori
School” And the teaching which | got from
SFBS helped me in also ministering to the
students. God also gave me an opportunity
to share the gospel to the students and
also to hold a Bible camp Where many
students from different schools around
Chumukedima were born again. Right now
God is working mightily in the Lives of
these students. Healings are taking place as
they are going more deeper in the Word of
God. I give all the glory and honour to my
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.




believe, there are three kinds of people

in this world. Bored people-those who

complain there is nothing to do. Busy

people-complaining that there is TOO
much to do. And finally, the blessed people-
they are living of what God is doing. Which
category do you fit in? Why is it that you sit
home all day and complain that you have
nothing to do? Or are you so busy that
you are running around like a chicken with
your head cut off? Or maybe you fall into
the blessed category. What is the result of
the life you are living? One word: FOCUS.
It's not the lack of time...but the lack of
direction in your life. You and only YOU are
responsible for what you give your attention
to.

The Bible says, that the narrow path leads
to life (Matthew 7:13). A narrow path is
thin, tight, and focused. When you are
driving, you must not only have your hands
on the steering wheel, but your head must
be looking forward, and your mind alert
at all times. Are you focused? Or are you
giving your attention to things that are less
important? Like answering that text when
you should be studying or reading the
Word? You see, sometimes it’s not that
we lack focus...but that we tend to focus
on what’s less important. For example,
let’s take Esau from the Bible. He came
home from a hunting trip and was really
hungry. He was so hungry that he traded his
birthright for a bowl of soup. It’s not that he
was not focused; it was because he chose
to focus on what’s less important. Instead
of focusing on the blessing, he chose the
soup that will fill him up temporarily. Or
let’s take Peter during the storm. Jesus told
Peter to step out of the boat and meet him.
He was focused...he knew he needs to walk

to Jesus...but he let fear break his focus.
Don’t ruin your life focusing on what’s
secondary!

You need
to cut people
or things out
of your life so
you can live
a fruitful and
focused life.

Sometimes we surround ourselves with
people whose focus in easily broken. Be
careful! When their focus is broken, you
may lose yours! Judas lost it...Lucifer lost
it...Lot lost it...and Joseph’s brothers lost
it, too. Don’t be connected with people that
will drag you down with them. Like a tree
or a bush...it needs to be pruned to bring
more fruit. Pruning is necessary to narrow
focus. You need to cut people or things out
of your life so you can live a fruitful and
focused life. Satan wants to give you soup
to take away your birthright. He wants to
break your focus from God’s blessings and
promises. Instead, he sends distractions to
keep you away from living a blessed life.

So I encourage you, stay FOCUSED. God has
great things planned for you. But if you pay
attention to the secondary things, you will
always be bored and busy. Live a blessed
life that is focused and aligned with God’s
promises!

RgenX is for teenagers. Our desire is to impact young people with the love of Meets g i
Jesus, disciple them in the Word, help them to stand victoriously in life and Every Saturday §/A\ : ) c u s

influence the people around them! We worship with high-energy music! at 4:30 p.m.

RGENX CAN BE
HIGHLY ADDICTIVE



NEED PRAYER?

Call during office hours or

may send your e-mail at church@spirit-faith.org

prayer request Tuesday-Friday (9:00 am - 4:00 p.m)
. at (03862) 231558
directly to us: aSKor

Bro. Kent

JOIN OUR
Faith News Mailing List

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF DIMAPUR.

Faith News is a free G et

bi-monthly Christian
magazine for all your Free

people, young and old, copy at your
published by Spirit of

Faith Church, Dimapur. door step
_ by sending
It encourages, builds

up and refreshes your your proper

spirit, with articles, and mai”ng
information on victorious dd
living. a [ess
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665So then
faith
comes by
hearing
hearing b
earin
the Wc?rd 4
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Breaking Intimidation (CD &
DVD)

Faith Is The Catalyst (CD & DVD)
Door of Faith (CD & DVD)

Say it! (CD & DVD)
Significance of the resurrection
(CD & DVD)

Overcoming offences (CD &
DVD)

The call to courage (CD & DVD)
Satan is the oppresor, Jesus is
the healer (CD & DVD)

God’s Plan not Man’s Plan
Following God’s plan for your
life (CD)

. Maximum joy (CD)

Let this mind be in You (CD)
Promise of Protection (CD)
Spiritual Progress (CD)
Knowing Him (CD)

Dual Working of the Spirit (CD)
God inside minded

Put the Word First (CD)

19.

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.

34.

35.
36.

Seeing the Unseen, Changing
the Seen (CD)

All kinds of prayer (CD)
Abraham’s blessing, Abraham’s
Faith (CD)

Preeminence of Jesus (CD)
God’s Loves You

Be Thankful

Spiritual warfare (CD & DVD)
Recognize the witness (CD &
DVD)

Glory of God (CD & DVD)
Success (CD & DVD)

Do the impossible (CD & DVD)
Proof (CD & DVD)

Standing, access and
opportunities (CD & DVD)
Finding God’s Favour (Series)
(CD & DVD)

Give God’s Word first place
(Series)

The Beast

Enjoying Peace with God

Price

Audio CD Rs. 100/-
DVD Rs. 200/-
Book Rs. 30/-

YOU MAY ALSO
MAKE A PURCHASE

ANYTIME DURING OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday - Friday (9:00 am - 4:00)
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Your generosity enables us to

minister the gospel around this nation.
Your gift makes a difference!

Sow

a Seed

\

Make cheques payable in favour of

"“"Spirit of Faith Church”

You may also send an M.O. to Spirit of Faith Church,
P.O. Box 9, Dimapur - 797112, Nagaland (India)
Please use attached envelop in page 10




