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for
salvation

If you do not know the Lord Jesus

as your Saviour and Lord, pray the
following prayer in faith, and Jesus will
be your Lord!

Heavenly Father, | come to You in

the Name of Jesus. Your Word says,
“Whosoever shall call on the Name
of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts
2:21). Come into my heart Jesus and
be Lord over my life. According to
Romans 10:9-10: “That if you confess
with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’,

and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For it is with your heart that
you helieve and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess and
are saved.”

| confess that Jesus is Lord, and |
believe in my heart that God raised Him
from the dead.

If you have just prayed this prayer,
please write and let us know of your
decision. We have a free minibook,
titled The New Birth that we would like
to send you to help you begin your
new life in Jesus!

SERVICE TIMINGS

fPIRIT O£ EAITH

Sunday

Worship & the Word 10:30 am
Covenant Kids 10:30 am
Nagamese Service 2:30 pm
Prayer & Praise 5:30 pm*
Wednesday

Pastor’s Bible Study 5:30 pm
Saturday

RGenX (Radical Generation) 4:30 pm
Surge 6:00 pm

*as announced
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Ephesians 4:14,15

So that we may no longer be children, tossed to
and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness
in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who
is the head, into Christ

God wants us to grow up spiritually, to develop

and mature inwardly. Spiritual growth is similar

in many ways to natural growth. We entered into
the Christian life by the new birth. Just as no one

is physically born a fully grown adult, so no one is
completely mature at the time of his conversion. 1
Peter 2:1 says, Like newborn infants, long for the
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into
salvation.

Many people assume the longer you’ve been a
Christian, the more mature you are. But this is not
true. While maturity takes time, the mere passage of
time doesn’t make you mature. The church world is
full of old babies.

1 Corinthians 3:1

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in
Christ.

BY PASTOR JOHN ROUGHTON

P

The Greek word translated infants in this verse is
the same word translated children in Ephesians
4:14. Spiritually immature Christians are fleshy,
carnal. In other words, they are body-dominated.
The old sinful nature of their flesh has the upper
hand over their new spiritual nature. A sinful lifestyle
is a clear indication of spiritual immaturity. Paul
says that mature believers are spiritual people. That
doesn’t mean they merely go to church and pray. It
means their inward man, which has God’s nature,
influences, holds sway over their mind and body.
They think and act like Christ.

The sad truth is, most Christians are not as spiritual
as they think they are. Some people think spiritual
maturity is simply having the right doctrine. But
spiritual maturity is not measured by beliefs but by
behavior. Knowledge of the Bible is important, but
knowledge itself does not equal development. Most
of us have more light than we’re walking in.

Again, many people think if you have gifts of the
Spirit, that proves you are mature. If a person
prophesies and sees visions, that individual must be
deeply spiritual. Not true. The Corinthians had gifts
of the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 1:7 says, you are not
lacking in any gift. Yet Paul said they were carnal
babies.
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v.3 For while there is jealousy and strife among
you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a
human way? Said another way, “Are you not carnal
and acting just like unsaved people?” The way a baby
Christian lives is often not much different from the
way an unsaved person lives. The world is often not
impressed with Christ because the only Christians
they see are carnal baby Christians.

Jealousy and strife are two defining characteristics
of immature Christians.

Jealousy means rivalry, having a competitive
attitude. It means seeing others as opponents you
have to beat. It is an inward drive to prove yourself
superior to others. It means looking down on those
who seem to be inferior to you and to hate those
who seem to be better.

Strife is like
second hand
smoke.
It n@%@nﬁv
affectsFthose
arguing /itfs
vh

creates an) =
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Jealousy is an attitude, strife is the resulting action.

J.ll'

Strife means to quarrel, dispute, debate. Nothing is
more ironic than two Christians in a heated religious
debate on the subject of love! In any discussion,
even if you’re technically correct, if your attitude

is wrong, you’re wrong. Some people have clever
arguments to prove their point. But peel back the
veneer, and you’ll see a heart poisoned with envy and
jealousy.

Proverbs 13:10 (NIV) Where there is strife, there
is pride. Where there is heated arguing, there is
pride. Do you have a problem with pride? If you’re
ready to verbally attack someone simply because
he disagrees with you, that’s pride. If you’re always
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right and everyone else is always wrong, that’s pride.
If nothing is ever your fault, someone else is always
to blame, that’s pride. If you can’t get along with
anyone, and every conversation ends in a quarrel,
that’s pride.

Philippians 2:3 says, Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves. Other translations
say, “esteem others better than yourself.” Carnality is
selfish, it says, “Me first! What about me?” It thinks,
“Is this what | want? How will this affect me?” But
the nature of God puts others ahead of self. It thinks,
“How will this affect others?” If you put others

ahead of yourself, strife and jealousy will cease. That
means, preferring your brother or sister instead

of your own needs and desires, is an indication of
spiritual maturity.

v.5 says, Let this mind be in you, which was in
Christ Jesus. Jesus was completely selfless. He did
nothing out of selfish ambition. He was motivated by
love for God. This is the attitude we are to have also.

| have attended minister’s meetings where those
present were jockeying for position, vying for
prominence, trying to show which one of them was
more important. It was horrible, | wanted to leave. |
remember one pastor who was so competitive and
contentious. But years later when | met him, he had
changed. He was gentle and unassuming, there was
something sweet in his disposition.

All of us can grow. You may have a low opinion of
someone because of something that happened years
ago, but perhaps in the meantime, that person has
matured. Hopefully, you have too!

Jealousy creates strife and strife creates division.
The Corinthian church was divided into factions.
Lack of unity is a sign of carnality. Most churches
don’t split over doctrine, but over personality
conflicts.

Galatians 5:15 says, But if you bite and devour one
another, watch out that you are not consumed (or
destroyed) by one another. Paul is not talking about
cannibalism, but strife. Some people want to blame
the devil for everything, but this verse says these
people were destroying themselves.



By the third century, North Africa was solidly
Christian. Some of the early church’s finest leaders,
like Tertullian, Clement, Origen, and Augustine, came
from North Africa. But the churches became divided,
arguing over minor doctrinal points. Today North
Africa is totally Islamic.

By the year 1,000 A.D. Russia was a Christian
country. So how could the Bolsheviks, who were
atheists, take over the country in 19177 Because
the church was preoccupied with debating more
important matters, such as, “Should one cross
himself with one finger or three?” and “How many
demons can sit on a pin head?” A divided church is
an easy target for the devil.

Not only are churches divided because of carnality,
but marriages and families are destroyed because of
strife. Strife has an adverse effect on children.

According to one study conducted at UCLA,
researchers found that children who grew up in
homes with high levels of conflict had more physical
health problems, emotional problems, and social
problems later in life, compared to others. As adults,
they were more likely to report vascular and immune
problems, depression and other emotional problems,
substance dependency, loneliness, and problems
with intimacy.

Smoking not only affects the smoker, but second-
hand smoke contains hundreds of toxic chemicals,
seventy of which are carcinogenic. Children who
breathe in second hand smoke are susceptible to
numerous health problems.

Strife is like second-hand smoke. It not only affects
those arguing, it creates an atmosphere in the home.
Most restaurants in America are now no-smoking
zones. All airlines are smoke free. Before take off,
the stewardess will inform you there are smoke
detectors onboard which will sound an alarm if
someone tries to smoke.

Our children are strife-detectors. We need to resolve
that our homes will be no strife-zones. There will be
disagreements, but we can choose to resolve them

amicably, because maintaining the well-being of the
family is more important than who’s right or wrong.

f Eesm? nature.

Strife creates division in the workplace, in the
classroom, in society.

In Galatians 5:19-21 Paul lists the works of the
flesh. This is what happens when you let your sinful
human nature sit in the driver’s seat. Of the 15 things
listed, 8 of them are relational problems: enmity,
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissension,
divisions, envy. And these things are just as sinful
and wrong as the other items mentioned like, sexual
immorality, idolatry, and drunkenness.

But the good news is in Galatians 5:16, But | say,
walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. If you follow your inward nature
led by the Holy Spirit, you may be tempted to fight,
but you won't yield to it.

v.22,23 says, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there
is no law.

This describes the character of Christ; this is God’s
nature on the inside of you. But fruit grows. As we
develop spiritually, these things are perfected in us.
God wants us to grow in love, overflow with joy,
have abundance of peace, increasing patience, more
kindness and goodness, strengthened faithfulness,
profusion of gentleness, plenty of self-control.

As you feed on the Word your inward nature will
grow and dominate your fleshly nature. Eventually,
you will come to the place that getting into a heated,
ugly verbal argument will be as foreign to you as
speaking Chinese!
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NEED
PRAYER?

Call during office hours or

may send your e-mail at church@spirit-faith.org

prayer request Tuesday-Friday (9:00 am - 4:00 p.m)
. at (03862) 231558
directly to us: as k for

Bro. Kent

JOIN OUR
Faith News Mailing List DA

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF DIMAPUR.

B Fcth News

|
Faith News is a free G et |

bi-monthly Christian
magazine for all people, your Free

young and old, published copy at your
by Spirit of Faith Church,
Dimapur. door step

_ by sending
It encourages, builds

up and refreshes your your proper

spirit, with articles, and mai|ing
information on victorious
address

Teach Me To
PRAY

living.
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1. Teach us How to Pray (CD) 20. No Longer Children Series (CD)

2. Hold onto The Word (CD & DVD) 21. Time of Refreshing (CD)
3. Importunity in Prayer (CD) 22. Suffering Series (CD)
4. Choose life (CD & DVD) 23. God’s Loves You (CD)
5. You Have Choose (CD & DVD) 24. Be Thankful (CD)
S ®) -I-h en 6. Relationship With God (CD & DVD) 25. Perfect Substitute (CD)
. 7. Spiritual Sensitivity (CD & DVD) 26. Dont take the bait (CD)
fO |'I'h 8. The Comforter Has Come (CD & DVD) 27. Glory of God (CD)
b 9. The Kinsman Redeemer (CD & DVD) 28. Success (CD)
C O m .es y 10. Seeds of Faith (CD & DVD) 29. Do the impossible (CD)
h e O r| n g 11. Rich in Mercy (CD & DVD) 30. Apostolic Faith (CD)
12. Depends on Faith (CD & DVD) 31.  Undistorted Gospel (CD & DVD)
O ﬂ d 13. Reigning in Life (CD & DVD) 32. God’s formula for success (CDD)
h eq ri N g by 14. Ambassadors For Christ (CD) 33. Which is Easier? (CD & DVD)
15. Real Worship (CD) 34. Overcoming Offence (CD)
Th e WO rd 16. Dimensions of God’s Love (CD )

17. Paul’s Attitude (CD)
Of o . 18. Battlefield of the Mind (CD)

19. Life in The Wilderness (CD)
- Romans 10:17

Price
Per Sermon Audio CD Rs. 100/-
Per Sermon DVD Rs. 200/-
Book Rs. 30/-

YOU MAY ALSO
MAKE A PURCHASE

ANYTIME DURING OFFICE HOURS:
TUESDAY - FRIDAY (9:00 AM - 4:00 PM)
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You can listen
i to and download
Pastor John’s
sermons from

our webhsite:

www.spirit-faith.org

Visit our SoundCloud
page for more of Pastor
John’s audio messages.
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You can also
follow him on:

@5

https://soundcloud.com/spirit-faith
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( ‘Generation)

Is dedicated to impact young people with the love of Jesus, disciple them in the Word, help théfﬁ'tb stand victoriously in life and
influence the people around them! We worship with high-energy music!

IF YOU DON'T QUIT
YOU WIN!

Have | not commanded you? Be strong and of good
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9 (NKJV)

Well, here we are! 2016 is now history; it’s over, finished,
another year has gone by and a new one is here. The slate is
clean and it’s time for a fresh start.

| love this text from Joshua. It’s a charge from God, to

be strong and of good courage as we look ahead. But in

the same breath He also reminds us not to be afraid, nor
dismayed at our future, because He promises that He’s never
going to leave us alone.

What would be impossible in 2017 if God was helping you
every day, to fulfill His vision and His purpose in your life?
Just imagine what you could accomplish if everything you
put your hand to prospered this year. What’s stopping you
from thinking BIG, from thinking POSSIBLE, from thinking
YES rather than NO, from thinking JUMP rather than STAY?
Who said you can’t change? Who said you can’t accomplish
great things?

You can do it. Your life can be different; you can reach those
goals of yours. Stop putting it off for another day, another
month, another year. It’s time to think bigger than you’ve
ever thought before; it’s time to dream beyond where you’ve
ever dreamed before. You've got all it takes when you’ve got
God on your side. He is more than able to help, more than
able to supply what you need, if you’ll believe it and receive
it.

'WARNING] /\

RGenX (Radical Generation)
Can Be Highly Addictive

So, be strong and of good courage, don’t quit on yourself or
on God. Push forward beyond the restraints of fear. You can
make it, if you don’t quit—you win!
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You are greatly appreciated for your support; as you partner through
your giving you share in the anointing of this ministry, as well as the
reward of all our labors.

www.spirit-faith.org



