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Praye

for
salvation

If you do not know the Lord Jesus
as your Savior and Lord, pray the
following prayer in faith, and God will
give you eternal life.

Heavenly Father, | come to You in
the Name of Jesus. Your Word says,
“Whosoever shall call on the Name
of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts
2:21). Come into my heart Jesus and
be Lord over my life. According to
Romans 10:9-10: “That if you confess
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and
with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.”| confess that Jesus
is Lord, and | believe in my heart that
God raised Him from the dead.

If you have just prayed this prayer,
please write and let us know of your
decision. We have a free minibook,
titled, The New Birth that we would
like to send you to help you begin your
new life in Jesus!
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Sunday

Worship & the Word 10:30 am
Covenant Kids 10:30 am
Nagamese Service 2:30 pm
Prayer & Praise 530 pm*
Wednesday

Pastor’s Bible Study 5:30 pm
Saturday

RGenX (Radical Generation) 4:30 pm
Surge 6:00 pm
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Matthew 7:1, 2

Judge not, that you be not judged. For
with the judgment you pronounce you

will be judged, and with the measure

you use it will he measured to you.

This is one of the most frequently quoted
passages of the Bible. Many people
invoke these verses whenever they are
accused of wrong doing. It is used to
deflect criticism. So in other words, many
people are quick to say, “Don’t judge

me! Jesus said don’t judge.” But actually
Jesus didn’t say, “Don’t let anyone judge
you.” He said, “If you don’t want others to
judge you, then don’t judge them.”

The English word judge means to make
a determination, to form an opinion.

In these verses, is Jesus telling us that
we should never evaluate anything, or
never have an opinion about anyone? It’s
virtually impossible to live that way. That
could not be what Jesus meant.

Employers evaluate their employees.
You would be a fool to marry someone

without forming an opinion of that
person. One definition of wisdom is
sound judgment. The Bible encourages us
to have wisdom.

And if we are not to form an opinion
about anyone, that would include

a favorable opinion as well as an
unfavorable opinion. So, if not judging
means not having an opinion, we should
not praise anyone for doing well.

In fact, if Matthew 7:1 means that we
never have an opinion about anyone, then
Jesus contradicted himself in v.6, when
he said, Do not give dogs what is holy,
and do not throw your pearls hefore
pigs. Jesus is not talking about animals
here; he is using a derogatory remark to
describe people who have no appreciation
for the things of God. It sounds like he
judged certain people.

Jesus had some harsh words for the
scribes and religious teachers of his
day. He openly called them hypocrites,
whitewashed walls, and blind leaders of
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the blind. Evidently, he had formed an
opinion of these people.

The Greek word translated judge in
Matthew 7:1 is krino, and it means, “to sit
in the position of a judge, to put others on
trial, to condemn.”

Matthew 7:1 (Amp) Do not judge and

criticize and condemn [others unfairly

with an attitude of self-righteous

superiority as though assuming the office

of a judge].
Leveling
accusations at .
other people
doesn’t
exempt you
from

scrutiny.

We should not sit in judgment over
other people, especially our brothers and
sisters in the Lord. So that means | must
continually remind myself that God is the
judge, not me. James 4:12 (ERV) God is
the one who gave us the law and he is
the Judge... So it is not right for you to
judge anyone.

God doesn’t want us to be fault-finding,
highly critical, harsh and judgmental.
Many Christians are quick to point out the
shortcomings of other people. They leap
at every opportunity to speak badly about
others.

But Matthew 7:2 says, with the measure
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you use it will be measured to you. In
other words, the standard you apply to
others will be applied to you. The way you
treat others is the way you will be treated.
Matthew 7:1, 2 (Msg) Don’t pick on
people, jump on their failures, criticize
their faults- unless, of course, you want
the same treatment. That critical spirit
has a way of boomeranging.

Our judgments are like a boomerang; they
will come back and hit you on the head!

James 4:11

Do not speak evil against one another,
brothers. The one who speaks against a
brother or judges his brother speaks evil
against the law and judges the law. But
if you judge the law, you are not a doer
of the law but a judge.

Judging others for not obeying the Word
doesn’t mean that you are practicing it.
Pointing out the faults of others doesn’t
erase your own shortcomings. Leveling
accusations at other people doesn’t
exempt you from scrutiny.

Romans 2:1

Therefore you have no excuse, 0 man,
every one of you who judges. For in
passing judgment on another you
condemn yourself, because you the
judge, practice the very same things.

Before you start criticizing others, you
better take a look at yourself first. Often
our criticism of other people is unfair. We
do it to make ourselves look better. You
may criticize another brother for being
unspiritual, but perhaps that person has
been born again for only a short time,
whereas you’ve known the Lord for many
years. That’s unfair.



You may look down on other Christians,
but they may not know what you know; Every church

perhaps they haven’t heard what you’ve should have -
heard. If they knew what you knew, they . :
a large sign

might do better than what you’re doing.
W " inside

e have a tendency to be very critical of
sinners. But should we expect sinners to that says,
act like saints? They can’t help act that “ludgment
way because they are lost. They have the Free
wrong nature on the inside. We don’t

expect them to act like you, and we don’t Zone.”
expect you to act like them either.

Romans 14:4

Who are you to pass judgment on the
servant of another? It is before his own
master that he stands or falls. And he James 2:13

will be upheld, for the Lord is able to For judgment is without mercy to the
make him stand. one who has shown no mercy. Mercy

One problem is this, that we have a triumphs over judgment.
tendency to judge others by their actions  If you judge others and show them no
and judge ourselves by our intentions. We mercy then one day when you need some

need. No one says, “I’m too sick to go to
the hospital.” This is a spiritual hospital,
people come to get well.

make the same mistakes as others but mercy, you’re not going to get it either.
say, “l didn’t mean for that to happen.” So forgive others, cut them a lot of slack,
We tend to be very lenient on ourselves and be compassionate. God didn’t call us
and very strict towards others. to correct or to sit as a judge over one
another. We are commanded to love one

Last summer, | joined a gym and |

noticed, on the wall in large letters a another.

sign that said, “Judgment Free Zone.” 1 Peter 4.8

The gym owners know that many people  Above all, keep loving one another

are apprehensive about joining a gym, earnestly, since love covers a multitude

thinking that only people with perfectly of sins.

sculpted bodies hang out and will feel That means you may see things that are
emba:rrassed LO S o acr;[ually, not quite right in other people, you may
people go to the gym to get in shape. know things that are not quite right but be

Every church should have a large sign magnanimous enough to overlook it. Billy
inside that says, “Judgment Free Zone.”  Graham said, /f is the Holy Spirit’s job to
We don’t go to church to show off our convict, God’s job to judge and my job to
spiritual biceps but to get the help we love. You do your job, God will do his job.
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You

may send your
prayer request
directly to us:

E-mail at church@spirit-faith.org or
Call during office hours
Tuesday-Friday (9:00 am - 4:00 p.m)
at (03862) 231558

JOIN OUR
Faith News Mailing List >4

Faith News is a free
bi-monthly Christian
magazine for all people,
young and old, published
by Spirit of Faith Church,
Dimapur.

It encourages, builds

up and refreshes your
spirit, with articles, and
information on victorious
living.

Get

your Free
copy at your
door step
by sending
your proper
mailing
address
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1. Teach us How to Pray (CD) 22. Suffering Series (CD)
2. Hold onto The Word (CD & DVD) 23. God’s Loves You (CD)
3. Importunity in Prayer (CD) 24. Be Thankful (CD)
4. Choose life (CD & DVD) 25. Perfect Substitute (CD)
5. You Have Choose (CD & DVD) 26. Dont take the bait (CD)

S _I_h 6. Relationship With God (CD & DVD) 27. Glory of God (CD)

O e n 7. Spiritual Sensitivity (CD & DVD) 28. Success (CD)
fo i'I'h 8. The Comforter Has Come (CD & DVD)  29. Do the impossible (CD)

9. The Kinsman Redeemer (CD & DVD) 30. Apostolic Faith (CD)
comes by 10. Seeds of Faith (CD & DVD) 31. Undistorted Gospel (CD & DVD)

h eq ri N 11. Rich in Mercy (CD & DVD) 32. God’s formula for success (CD)
g 12. Depends on Faith (CD & DVD) 33.  Which is Easier? (CD & DVD)

G n d 13. Reigning in Life (CD & DVD) 34. Overcoming Offence (CD)
14. Ambassadors For Christ (CD) 35. Three Thoughts (CD & DVD)

h edarin g by 15. Real Worship (CD) 36. Heaven (CD & DVD)
-|-h e WO rd 16. Dimensions of God’s Love (CD ) 37. Judge Not (CD & DVD)

17. Paul’s Attitude (CD) 38. Being acquainted with your Heavenly
Of 18. Battlefield of the Mind (CD) Father (CD & DVD)

* 19. Life in The Wilderness (CD) 39. Children of God (CD & DVD)

- Romg NS ] O: ] 7 20. No Longer Children Series (CD) 40.  How to receive the Holy Spirit (CD & DVD)
21. Time of Refreshing (CD) 41.  Something More (CD & DVD)

BOOK
The New

BIRTH:

Price:

Per Sermon Audio CD Rs. 100/-
Per Sermon DVD Rs. 200/-
Book Rs. 30/-

YOU MAY ALSO
MAKE A PURCHASE

ANYTIME DURING OFFICE HOURS:
TUESDAY - FRIDAY (9:00 AM - 4:00 PM)
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You can listen
NL to and download
Pastor John’s
_sermons from
- our webhsite:

www.spirit-faith.org

Visit our SoundCloud page for more of
Pastor John's audio messages

l”””l“]'””” I !['f;: |

OUNDCLOUD

TR
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& JOHN ROUGHTON

on his public facebook page

You can also
follow him on:
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R G E NX (Radical Generation)

Is dedicated to impact young people with the love of Jesus, disciple them in the Word, help them to stand victoriously in life and
influence the people around them! We worship with high-energy music!

There is no one like you in the world! Your DNA and fingerprints are
exclusively yours. God gave each of us a specific combination of gifts,
skills and qualities to distinguish us from everyone else.

Instead of celebrating our individuality, however, sometimes many of
us strive to be someone we are not. The enemy tempts us to compare
ourselves to others and convinces us that we are somehow inferior or
inadequate.

You may not think that insecurity is a big deal, but it can steal our peace,
spoil our relationships and prevent us from fulfilling the will of God for

KEEP &

Thank God for His Word. Romans 8:30 says, “...whom he did

CALM predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”
AND Oftentimes, we conform to the world so that people will accept us. This is
a trick of the enemy to rob us of our identity. You may not realize it, but
B E you have already been accepted (Eph. 1:6).

Satan knows that God has a plan that is tailor-made for you. Don’t

YO U RS E LF frustrate yourself by trying to be someone else! Thank God for the gifts
and abilities that He has given you. Celebrate who you are in Christ and
watch your insecurities diminish away!

[WARNING) A\

RGenX (Radical Generation)
Can Be Highly Addictive
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Sow aSeed

You are greatly appreciated for your support; as you partner through
your giving you share in the anointing of this ministry, as well as the
reward of all our labors.

Make cheques payable in favor of

» “Spirit of Faith Church”
& { You may also send an M.Q to Spirit of Faith Church,
[ P.0. Box 9, Dimapur - 797112, Nagaland (India)

© www.spirit-faith.or




