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Philemon 6 (Amplified Bible)

[And | pray] that the participation in and shar-
ing of your faith may produce and promote
full recognition and appreciation and under-
standing and precise knowledge of every
good [thing] that is ours in [our identification
with] Christ Jesus [and unto His glory].

We need to read the Bible in the light of our re-
demption. If we only read the Old Testament we’ll
never fully understand what Christ has accom-
plished for us in His death and resurrection. It is
in the epistles, the letters written to the church,
that we get the full revelation of redemption.

We need to know what Christ has purchased for
us by His blood. Philemon 6 says we need to
know every good thing that belongs to us in our
identification with Christ. Our identification with
Christ is the very heart of the gospel.

What is identification? It is something identifies
you, that tells others who you are. There are
some places you cannot enter unless you can
identify yourself. Before you can enter the polling
booth to vote, you have to prove who you are by
showing a photo ID.

The New Testament tells us that we have a new
identification in Christ. We are not the same
person we used to be. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says,
If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation.
Other translations say, an altogether new per-
son. When we were received Christ we were not
repaired, we were remade! You are a new man in

Pastor John Roughton
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Christ with a new identity.

It is important to know who you are. If you don’t
know who you are in the natural, you could

get into trouble. On the first day of school the
teacher will ask your child his name. What if he
answered, “l don’t know”? She might ask his
father's name. What if he replied, “l don’t know”?
“Where do you live?” she asks. “l don’t know,” he
says. They might send your child to a psychia-
trist!

Spiritually, we need to know who we are. In fact,
who you are spiritually is more important that who
you are naturally because your spirit is eternal.
Your spirit is the real you. If you don’t know who
you are spiritually you can get into trouble. The
devil will take advantage of you.

The New Testament tells us who we are, not in
the eyes of man, but in the sight of God. We have
a new identity in Christ. God doesn’t see as a
forgiven sinner, because that’s not who are you.
He sees you a new creation in Christ.

You are identified with Christ. The word identify
also means to be connected to, associated with.
We are in Christ. We are connected to Him, in
union with Him. Identify also means treat as iden-
tical, to consider as the same. Because you are
connected to Christ God treats you the same way
as His Son.

On the cross Jesus became identical with us. He
became exactly like we were. He took upon Him-



self our spiritual condition.2 Corinthians 5:21
says He became sin for us. God laid on Him our
transgressions. He was cursed and condemned,
separated from the Father. He became sick with
our sickness and poor with our poverty.

He became one with us in His death so that we
could become one with Him in His resurrection.
He identified with our sin so now we are identi-
fied with His righteousness. In Christ we are now
blessed and welcomed in God’s presence. We
are healed by His stripes. We are rich in Him.

Ephesians 2:5 (Amplified)

He made us alive together in fellowship and
in union with Christ; [He gave us the very
life of Christ Himself, the same new life with
which He quickened Him

Because Jesus is our substitute, everything that
happened to Him in His death and resurrection
has been credited to our account. Jesus didn’t
die for Himself, He died for us. He wasn’t raised
up for Himself either; He was raised for us, to
give us new life.

God made us alive together with Christ. Whatev-
er happened to Jesus when He was raised from
the dead is what exactly happened to us when
we got saved. When we were born again God
breathed into our spirits the same new life with
which He quickened Christ.
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Colossians 1:18 says Jesus is the beginning,
the first born from the dead. This verse is talk-

ing about spiritual death, being separated from
the Father. | know it sounds strange to our ears,
but Jesus Christ was the first person in history to
be born again (see Acts 13:33).

We could say that Jesus is the prototype.

Many years ago | worked in a factory.l helped
the engineer make new parts for machines. The
engineer was highly trained and very skilled at
his profession. He carefully designed the new
part and then personally made it by hand. He
then tested the part thoroughly to make sure
that it wouldn’t fail. When he was completely
satisfied with the results, he said to me, “This is
new part is the prototype.” He made one piece
by hand. But the factory produced thousands
of copies based on the original. Each new part
would be identical to the prototype.

Our heavenly Father is very wise and highly
skilled. He is a professional. He carefully
planned our redemption, even before the earth
as created. He personally inserted Christ into
the human race, born of a virgin by the power
of the Holy Spirit. He allowed Christ to be tested
and tempted by man and the devil. And Jesus
passed every test.

The Father then allowed Jesus to die for the
sins of the world and suffer in hell. But on the
third day, God raised Him up and said, “He is
the prototype.” Every man who receives Christ
is recreated exactly like He was. Jesus is the
pattern. Everything that happened to Him in His
death and resurrection happened to us when we
got born again.

One translation of Ephesians 2:5 says, we
were twinned with Him. We have a twin broth-
er in heaven. Spiritually, He looks exactly like
us.

The wife of a pastor | know was having a baby.
She delivered a son. But then the nurse saw
some movement and said, “Wait a minute!
There’s another one in there!” She had twins.
Out came his identical twin brother.



When Jesus was raised from the dead the devil’s
worst fears came true. Jesus came out of the
grave, victorious over death and hell. But then
suddenly the devil said, “Wait a minute! There’s
another one in there!” Jesus is the first born

from the dead. If there’s a first born, somewhere
there’s a second born, and a third born, and a
fourth born, etc.

The Father put every good thing He had into
Christ, and when you accepted Jesus as Lord,
the Father put you in Him. Someone might ask,
“But if Christ is in heaven, how can | be in Him?”
I'll answer your question with a question, “If
Christ is in heaven, how can He be in you?” The
answer is by the Holy Spirit. You are in Him just
as much as He is in you.

Everygood thing
‘that is in Christ}
2 is now in youll's
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You are connected to Him and the Father treats
you the same. Every good thing that is in Christ
is now in you! We need a full recognition and
appreciation, and understanding and precise
knowledge of every good thing that is in us, in
Christ. We need to see who we are in the light of
the Word. If you can’t “see” this, you need more
light!

Colossians 1:13

He had delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom
of His beloved Son.

Satan’s kingdom is the dominion of darkness.
The devil’s devices only operate in the dark; they
don’t work in the light. When the light of the gos-

pel shines on Satan’s lies, they are exposed and
his works are rendered inoperative. That's why
the enemy tries to keep you from going to church
and reading your Bible.

The key to living in victory over sin, sickness, and
Satan is to see yourself identified with Christ.

Another translation of Philemon 6 says that the
faith we share in common may become ef-
fective by the acknowledging of every good
thing which is in you in Christ.

We need more than knowledge, we need to
acknowledge. We need to confess who we are.
Our identical blessing with Christ is activated

by our identical confession. In fact, the Greek
word for confession means, “to say the same
thing.”We need to say the same thing about our
lives that God says.

Don’t identify what you have done in the past.
Identify with what Christ has done for you. Don’t
identify with your sin. lIdentify with Christ’s right-
eousness. Don’t identify with your failure. Iden-
tify with Christ’s victory. Don’t identify with your
weakness. ldentify with Christ’s strength. Don’t
identify with your sickness. Identify with Christ’s
healing. Don’t identify with your poverty. Identify
with Christ’s prosperity.

As you begin to acknowledge who you are in
Christ, your identical confession will change your
situation. What is on the inside will become acti-
vated and will work on the outside!

The enemy wants you to doubt your identity.
When he tempted Jesus in the wilderness he
said, “If you are the Son of God, command this
stone to be made bread.” He was questioning
Jesus’ identity. The devil was saying, “If you're
really who you say you are, prove it.” Jesus an-
swered by quoting the Scripture. When the devil
questions your identity, answer with the Word.
The Bible is your ID card. There are over 100
verses in the New Testament that use the phrase
in Christ. These verses tell us our identity in
Christ. Continually confess, “This is who | am.
Every good thing that is in Christ is in me also!”



SRl 1181 AT FILamd S A g5 g Al
9™, AR SFeE TEg3T & 0 |

YT fgvam & MoH 9 &M
Il & |3AMT T8 311 31a9a © foh &0 99 o
[g9ar & 2 | AT 39 I8 i A [ faeam
&1 &, dl 39 Tg AT 20 T9eT 9 fob avagay
MY AT | &7 HM &7l & | TE SAiad Uh
fr9ems H W1 SiEd &I & | T8 [Gard 7 g%

BT € AR [F9am H &1 gadl ol ¢ | A6 1317 g

el © (b & o1 [9ard I Sfed T | =0 3
AUl ST HB HI IM2Y 34 Ja 4 AUD! [G9am
@l ST U1 | AT [T f9am™ & GHeas &l
UHS BT SR ¢ | (ZaE136 ) B T8 S
JEd AEYIS © (o [ &1 2 | 9] BT 3
‘Trgar’ ®ed & AT T wHgar fagart deEan

% ¥ fa@dge &1 ST ST <5 & qehll ¢ |

&I AT &1 | 3T 31 3799 (U8 ) & /1 el
% 7El 7, ¥ TEI &Nll; Hilch I8 el A

% [avam 87 | angad ¥ el 9T |1 A1) A [A
9 M S TE Tel Bel, gl ST 7
T 9 fear 1T ar |l Aig] | UA T80 e,
“g@ﬁ@ﬂ%&gﬂﬂg@%sﬁaﬁrﬁ@fﬂml
ST & 3T &, Wik I Il (FaTd ) T&i

T | WHYAT [I9amd @l 1 &I ¢ | fvam S
Tel & | [gvam msnﬁrﬂier@aﬁaarﬁrsatr%l

1 2 | T8 [a9amT &1 asad &) 9iuen ¥ 139 aa
@l AIE &Y [ch [9arT 319 el @ | sari-rIist
Tel Hedl &, a9 M g | agd 7 @n
Teh GHehI AT SHhl T3 & ST ol T
% T8 © | T &0 § J [6H1 ad & oy g2
Al &I © W 3% I8 oA T8l Bl [ oA

3 e, 3eT [q9amd &, dl 39! ekl YT
2 o oy 7 o/ o @19 & o1 319 &1 8, 98
ST QA B gl ¢ | SaTRiet @ U
IS FEl 2, & RO STel &1 M9 B &
T TS Hd [G9a & € qohedl € | wieh



fe T fa9am & 39 a1d &t &g el a8 fh R
A Dl 3T 39N HId & a8 39 Bl He A |

BU H IR 3T AT & TH @l 79 &5 bl 41 391
AT |l [G9am™ H Med T 837 | %8 @N [d9am

UEHYET AN ol STdl o [ed1d 3 M el il
% | 3fe GRHGET AR &l SasaEsaisi & Tar
@M BT A1 39 TAW | W1 bl A0 T80 39
39 2 i &1 A | 98 fgvam & Fem & oen
&l &M Bl & | a8 fa9am &1 dicreat? (Jamd)
&l & | fa9am & Jad § fodl 81 I ol e
T ST Febdl © | el Head, @al e 3
SUA IS 39 SAae ¥ fa9am & T Tal
of Fhd © | BT (e ) forvam &1 3 s a
MRSl & AhAl & [l 27 ST ®id ¢ | faeam
TEHYER H Y HT A2l & [ a8 39 [
B B | TE T AR & TG WA T A §
S Y= I &1 3BT € | STl [J9amq THIET @l
MY {1 M T BT & [CTT T el 2
T T UhS ol & oAl THIAT U2l A &l 3T
foTa fopam 231 = a1 SUwed &ial T & | 3
qd@d © fob AfS 39 U [9a™ 7, I8 39
% | TgeT6247 § A1) 7 FeT, A faeam & ®
SH% U 3 Sied ¢ | o 39 v T gy
HER 4 [G9ard &Il &, 98 19 HI A
TGl MBI &7 «dl &, STl 3Hd Aad
f& ST © | fa9am &1 921 oW &7 U o
B BT © | AFE10817 Pl 25 4T favarT -
R G F41E & 999 F =l & | wHeay J
feI9am 1 39 AT A& § 6 bl © - I
"9 & a9 § WO AT | 99 & 5 & (AT
MY Yi? 79 ¥ fa9am™ =21 21 91 2 | T8
THYER B a9 &l & Sl 39 e [9am el
&l & |afe 2 favam 7 Sfreq S 2 a1 399
HY T 1o &4 999 & AFAW Siiad S ATy |
TEA4219 AN g8 ST U A1 a9 & 91, 39T 77

§ HHAT 2 | WHYET ol Sl § f9amq did

1

Lo

FQTEA [a9ar § A9qa o1 aiich 9a 3T
BTl U M el (&3 | g8 3 a1l ol AN
&7 78T A1 S 3] 7 s el &l ¢ |99 24

BB A SHI Tel [T (o d€ gl &l T o1
AT THH! oAl aiE o, W I8 GTHI &
%l Fedls YT S @y ¥ g4 o | 319 Sidd
P EhHIhd AT &, W A (T3 ) TN Bl
Jed Tl ¢! o feEnE <A1 ® 98 9ed A

% |Ziohd ol I8 2 (o 21 Ahdl & 379 37N e
TH Tl & T8 € | W] FAR IE € [ A 7 7
T A9 TS Bl TG (ol € | hidhd T 2l
bl = o 3TTIe I A6 Tel & | 9ig
T 98 ¥ UHYAY J YT @l € [ aw eH
AT T I G BT | STETeA | 379 &l
@ ar ¥ &l AT, 309 999 & i § T |5
5 97 Irged WA § 3 ven o, 3 g (R
o 91T ) AW g5 (G, AR AR &l Ud d21
a1 g7 | f9var sieed & B Siiad S &, 89
@l IET ¢ |




Solomon 1:6
My mother’s sons were angry with me; they made me keeper of the vineyards, but my own
vineyard | have not kept!

It is important for ministers of the gospel to keep themselves spiritual fit. Some pastors are so
busy taking care of their congregation that they don’t take care of themselves. They keep their
brothers’ vineyards, but their own vineyard is unkept.

Our public ministry will never be more effective than our personal walk. We need to spend as
much time kneeling in the prayer closet as we do standing behind the pulpit. If we don’t stay
full of the Word we will likely become dry and discouraged. Some pastors only read the Bible
while preparing for a sermon. But from empty hearts come only powerless sermons. Before

you feed the flock, feed your own spirit on the Word.

Before we minister to others we need the Hoy Spirit to minister to us. Unless we are continually
refreshed in spirit, the pressures of ministry can cause us to become joyless and hardhearted.
I’m sure you want your church to grow. But no one is interested in hearing a frustrated preach-
er. (People have enough problems of their own, they don’t need to hear about yours!) Get alone
with God, shut the door on unnecessary distractions, and press into His presence until you get
the victory. Then come out of that secret place with a voice of triumph.

Many pastors become dry and burned out because they are constantly ministering to others,
but no one ever ministers to them. That’s one reason why | encourage all our Spirit of Faith
Bible School graduates to attend the special meetings we have throughout the year. You need
to have someone speak into your life. You need to be in a place where your hopes can be reig-
nited.

And when you’re going through a trial, don’t be ashamed to let us know. Don’t allow pride to
keep you from asking for help. Rather than hoping we hear about it throughout the grape vine,
it would be better for you yourself to call us and say, “I need some help.” We will uphold you in
prayer and stand with you in faith.

Don’t neglect your family. Some pastors’ children won’t even visit a church today because when
they were growing up their parents had time for everyone in the church, but no time for them.
They felt neglected and discarded and so they harbor a grudge against God to this day. What’s
the value of winning the world for Christ if | lose my own family? Take one day off each week,
take a break from ministry, and spend time with your family. Do fun things together, enjoy each
other’s company. Don’t put the needs of the church ahead of your own children.

Don’t allow money pressure and people problems to weigh down your heart. Learn to cast all
your cares upon the Lord. Philippians 4:6 says, Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God. Anything you're tempted to worry about is something you should pray about. Roll the care
of your burden over on the Lord. He can work on annoying people. He can bring the money in.
Allow the peace that passes understanding to guard your heart.

When we lose our joy, then ministry becomes just a job, something we do to earn our salary.

If we don’t guard our hearts, we can lose our passion for the things of God and our vision for
the future will fade. But God didn’t call us to be heartless hirelings. He has a plan for our lives
and He will furnish the grace and power to fulfill it. Now is the time for what has been lost to be
restored! Draw near to God’s presence, drink deeply of His Spirit. Be nourished in the words of
life and fellowship with others who have like-precious faith. And God will turn your situation
around.

@m Craduates.,

We are excited to
inform you that this is
your page. And through
this we would like to
encourage you as well
as update you on any
upcoming meetings.
Also, if you have a
testimony, pictures or
have any report that
you would like to share,
write to us at school @
spirit-faith.org and we’ll
put it up on this page.
We always love to hear
from you even if it may
not be a good report;
just call us so that we
can agree in prayer,
assist or help you in
any way.

Continue in the Word

and keep stirring the

gift of God that is in
ou.
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SEXUAL PURITY?

n today’s world, sexual purity is not such a popular thing and even considered
old fashion. We are bombarded with free sex in so many different ways daily — TV,
newspapers, advertisement billboards, movies, magazines, the internet, etc. Many,
including Christians have become desensitized and just ‘go with the flow’. It’s
common to hear people say, ‘everybody’s doing it and that’s the way things
. are today. Maybe that’s the way things are in the world but we must

. remember that while we are in the world we are not of the world! The
. scripture tells us clearly in

God doesn’t want us to think
like the world thinks and live our lives like them. He wants us to
think like He thinks through His word and live a life that reflects

His holiness and His goodness even in the area of our sexuality.

~ So what does God think about sex?

First, you must understand that sex is good and it is not evil or dirty.
_ God created it and He called it ‘good’. It existed before there was any sin in the
. 'world (Gen 1.31). It was not created by Satan, Hollywood, HBO, pop stars, rock stars or
the internet. It was created by the Holy God of Heaven. However, God designed sex for
the sacred union of marriage and reserves it for that union only.

It is the means by which
children are conceived and born (which is very close to the heart of God) and a means
by which intimacy is expressed and cultivated between husband and wife.

Like all good gifts from God, sex can be misused and perverted. For ex-
ample, water is a gift from God, without which we cannot survive. But floods and tidal
waves are water out of control and the effects are devastating. Fire is another gift of God
that produces warmth and heat that allows us to cook. But a forest fire or a house on fire
or a person engulfed in flames is a fire out of control and that is frightening and horri-
ble. Water and fire are good things, but when they occur outside their God given bound-

| aries, become bad and even devastating. In the same way, inside of marriage, sex has
a great power for good. Outside of marriage, sex has a great power for bad- it becomes
ugly and can devastate lives. People who practice sex outside of marriage run the risk of
“contracting sexually transmitted diseases, HIV, unwanted pregnancies, etc and can live
the rest of their lives in regrets. Many have to deal with shame and guilt too. Going out-
. _a side of God’s boundaries simply isn’t worth it. Obeying God always pays rich dividends! ["5%

To be continued in our next issue. To draw young people to Him and to each other

‘ X To Glorify and make Him known
u Rﬁa\ *  And to touch our world with His love. .
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2 Timothy 1:5 ...when I call to remembrance the
genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and | am
persuaded is in you also.

The greatest gift that we can pass down as a legacy and
inheritance to our children and grand children is, genuine
faith; a faith that is going to last forever. Fake things never
last. We don’t want to have fake faith and pretend to be a
holy church goer; it won’t last. So leave a blessed legacy
for your children and grand children.

Mothers are like a thermostat at home. When they are
happy, the husband is happy, the children are happy, the
maid is happy and the pets are happy. But when they

are grumpy the atmosphere is just not good. Therefore,
mothers must maintain the spiritual atmosphere at home.
How can we maintain a spiritual atmosphere at home? It’s
by speaking the Word of God. Speak life and not death.
Proverbs 18:21 says, “Death and life are in the power
of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.”

Proverbs 16:24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb;
sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.

When we speak the Word of God it brings healing even to
our bones. The Word of God is true so speak your bless-
ings every day. Speak out loud because your children are
watching and hearing what you say, and will imitate what
you say the rest of their lives. | have heard many mothers
do just the opposite and instead of blessing, they even
curse their children. Whatever we sow, we reap.

Proverbs 13:2 A man shall eat well by the fruit of his
mouth, but the soul of the unfaithful feeds on vio-
lence.

What kind of fruit do you want to eat; good or bad? If you

want to eat good food, speak the Word of God. There are
some born again, spirit filled mothers who never gossip or
nag, but they speak filthy language.

Ephesians 4:29-30 Let no corrupt word proceed out of
your mouth, but what is good.for necessary edifica-

tion, that it may impart grace to the hearers. And do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption.

When you speak dirty language, you are grieving the Holy
Spirit. Many ladies, like to talk and nag. But there is a time
for everything; a time to keep silent and a time to speak.
The problem is that we don’t know when to do either.

Let me advice you what to do. When you don’t know what
to say, it’s better to shut up and pray. In the Bible, we see
a beautiful illustration of this situation in Queen Esther.
She faced this moment of life and death. But instead of
screaming and shouting, she fasted and prayed and so
she approached her husband. So ladies, before you shout
at your husband or children, it would be best for you to get
on your knees and pray. Prayer always works. Mothers,
you are God’s gift to your children and husband. So, how
do we treat God’s gift? By taking care of her and doing
what the Word tells us to do. Husbands, if you nourish and
cherish you wife, she will bloom (Ephesians 5:29).

Mothers and wives are the same, because in Gen2:24, it
says that a man shall leave his mother and father and
be joined to his wife and they shall be one flesh. So
husbands you are not in your mother’s house anymore.
You're joined with your wife and you’re one flesh with her,
and now she’s-the mother.of the house. On the other hand
wives; you must submit to your husband as you submit to
the Lord. (Ephesians 5:22)

If you can submit to the Lord then you can also submit to
your husband. However, husband is the head of the house
(v5.23). So let the wife see that she respects her husband
because God placed the husband as the head over the
family; whether he deserves it or not, whether he rises

up to take it or not, mothers allow your husband to be

the head of your house, and you can be the heart of the
house.

Mothers have authority-over your children, but not over
your husband. But we have authority and power over the
enemy (Luke 10:19) and we can do damage to the enemy
when we pray and submit. Wives should pray scriptural



prayers over their husbands, too.

A wife’s prayer for her husband has a far greater effect

on him than anyone else’s; not even his own mother’s
prayers. That's because he leaves his mother and father
and becomes one with his wife. Talking to God about your
husband is an act of love and a sacrifice on your part.
Some wives may say, how can | pray for him when he’s
rude, cruel, mean, unkind, selfish and unfaithful? But you
know one thing; the love of God is shed abroad in our
heart. You have the fruit of the Holy Spirit in you, which is
love joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, long suf-
fering and self control. Jesus said to pray for your enemies;
so how much more should we pray for our husbands?

When we pray for him our hearts become soft toward God
and toward our husband; and we see there is hope and
faith that God will restore all that has been destroyed from
our marriage (Joel 2:25). God will restore your homes,
your marriages, your children. We can trust Him to take
away the pain, hurt, shame and humiliation, hopelessness,
hardness, and bitterness, if we allow Him to take it. It's
easy to give up, but | want to encourage you to stand up
and fight in prayer for your husband and children.

Don’t give up; as long as we stand on the Word there is
hope. Tap into the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to
protect and fight for your home. Likewise, husbands also
have to pray for your wives and children. When the families
are strong; the church is strong. Temptation is everywhere,
not only for men but for women, too.

Temptation begins with lust. One of the main reasons for
lust is eye contact. (Matt. 18:9, Prov. 27:20). Impurities
begin in the eye; not in your heart. In Gen. 39:7, Potiphar’s
wife cast longing eyes on Joseph and then she lusted. Da-
vid’s sin of adultery began when he wandered out and saw
Bathsheeba taking a bath. Instead of leaving the place, he
kept looking and looking and it turned into lust and then he
committed adultery (2 Samuel 11:2).

In Job 31:1, Job said, “I have made a covenant with my
eyes; why then should | look upon a young woman?”
That's a good scripture for every man to memorize. The
reason Joseph didn’t fall when temptation came was, be-
cause lust was not in his heart. It wasn’t there because he
didn’t allow it into his eyes.

“Don’t look”, should be the motto for all of us. Don’t

look at pornography, don’t look at inappropriate websites.
These days, pornography is killing our young people, and
also married husbands. That's why we are having prob-
lems in our marriages. But you can change with the help of
God. 1 John 2:16 says, there is lust of the flesh, lust of the
eyes and the pride of life. Lust is the most selfish sin that
exists. Lust doesn’t care whether your spouse or kids get
hurt. Matthew 6:22, 23 — The lamp of the body is the eye.
If therefore your eye is good your whole body will be full of
light. But if youreye is bad, your whole body will be full of

darkness.

A man who struggles with lust is often afraid to come clean
with his wife. If you struggle in this area, run to your wife.
The more you keep it hidden, the more power you give to
Satan.

Let me get back to mothers and wives. | don’t know eve-
rything about your dealings at home. You may be dealing
with a rebellious son or daughter or with your husband’s
problem. | do not know what’s behind your smile or beyond
your closed door, but God your Heavenly father knows all
and He can help you with the problem you're facing. As

a mother and a wife | can relate to your pain, hurts and
frustration.

Prayer and praise is powerful, too. God’s presence comes
and dwells in our heart when we worship Him. God dwells
in the presence of His people. Praying in the Spirit and true
worship throws the kingdom of darkness in to confusion.
So if there is a kingdom of darkness over your home; over
your children or husband, pray in the spirit and worship
with a true heart. And the miracles of healing will take
place in your heart, in your emotions, in your marriage and
in your homes. The Israelites won many battles just by
praise and worship.

When some people get offended, they stop coming to
church. But | tell you this, when you get into trouble or get
offended, run to the church. In 1 Samuel 1, we read of a
woman named Hannah. Her rival gave her a miserable life
and provoked her. Her heart was in grief, rejection, humili-
ation and shame. But instead of getting mad at God, she
went to the temple and poured out her heart to him. She
humbled herself to God and prayed. She even faced hu-
miliation when the priest suspected her of being drunk.

But instead of getting offended at Him, she humbled
herself and poured out her heart to Him. As a result of her
humility, she was rewarded with a baby and many more
children, later on. She was blessed because she didn’t get
offended with her pastor.

So today if there is anyone like Hannah going through a
miserable life, full of humiliation and rejection; surrender all
your burdens to God and pour out your heart to him. You
need God and also, the help of the Holy Spirit. Surrender
yourself like Hannah. Hannah did that, and got seven more
children. You cannot fight this battle alone; you need the
Holy Spirit. When Hannah called upon the name of the
Lord in the day of grief, God answered her prayer and she
glorified Him.

Mothers and wives are a gift so they should be treated
well. | want to say to the fathers and husbands, your wife
longs for and needs your affection. So give it to her. Give it
all to her and your homes will be greatly blessed with love,
joy, peace and prosperity, for the presence of God will fill
your home when you obey Him.
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