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SUNDAY

Worship & the Word 10:00 am

Prayer & Praise 5:00 pm*
CovenantKids ~~  10:00 am
Nagamese Service 2:30 pm

%

WEDNESDAY

Pastor’s Bible Study 5:00 pm

dTy . Corporate prayer 6:30 am
| RGenX (Youth/young adults)  3:30 pm

) - EE  —— * As announced
INTERNATIO 4

R, (03862) 231588

B church@sofi.life

In association with Spirit of Faith International, USA
'_Q www.sofi.life a.k.a. John Roughton Ministries Inc.



Proverbs 3:3-4 (ESV)

Let not steadfast love and
faithfulness forsake you; bind them
around your neck; write them on
the tablet of your heart. So you will
find favor and good success in the
sight of God and man.

God wants you to be successful in life.
If he didn’t want you to succeed, why
would he tell you how to find success?
If I didn’t want you to come to my
house, why would | give you directions
to my house? And notice, not just
spiritual success, but even in the
natural —for this verse says, in the
sight of God AND man. In other
words, we can have success, even as
human beings define it. (CEV) God
and people will like you and
consider you a success.

(Several translations say, “good
understanding” instead of “success,”
but to me at least, that doesn’t seem
to fit; God understands me regardless
of what | do, and most people never
will.)

(GW) Then you will find favor and
much success

God is our heavenly Father. Certainly,
he wants us to succeed in life. What
earthly father wants his children to be
failures? It is true that God does not
measure success solely in terms of
money. Some are prosperous in the
world, but not rich towards God (see
Luke 12:21). And while we should
never set our hearts on money and
possessions, there is nothing wrong
with having financial increase. God told
the Israelites in Deuteronomy 8:18,
You shall remember the LORD your
God, for it is he who gives you power
to get wealth. If it is wrong to have
wealth, why did God give them the
power to get it?

“Yes, but that promise was only for the
Jews! It’s not for us today.” Notice the
rest of v.18, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, that he may
confirm his covenant that he swore
to your fathers, as it is this day.
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God made a covenant with their father,
Abraham. Galatians 3:29 says, And if
you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to promise.
That means the promise of prosperity
that God made to Abraham also extends
to us. Furthermore, 2 Corinthians 1:20
(NIV) For no matter how many promises
God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ.
All the promises of God are fulfilled in
Christ. That would have to include the
promise of success.

But notice this promise is conditional.
Proverbs 3:3 (NKJV) Let not mercy
and truth forsake you. The expression
mercy and truth is frequently found in
the Scriptures and conveys the idea of
having integrity and walking in love. So
if we do v.3 the result will be v.4.

IHOUGHIPROSPERITY;
ISIGODSWILINEORIUS?
IIAWICISNOTMHAPPEN
AUTOMATICALLY?

In the larger context, the book of

Proverbs was written to give us wisdom.

Proverbs 4:7 (NKJV) Wisdom is the
principal thing. “Principal” means first
or primary.
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(CSB) Wisdom is supreme —so get
wisdom. (ISV) Wisdom is of utmost
importance.

Many Christians do not succeed in life
because they do not use wisdom. That
means even though prosperity is God’s
will for us, it will not happen
automatically. There are conditions we
have to meet. Success in God comes
from living in the wisdom of God.

Many people think they need more
money when actually, they need more
wisdom. 1 Corinthians 1:24 says
Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. Many want Christ’s
power, but not his wisdom. They want
God to fix their problem, but they don't
want to change their lifestyle which
caused the problem in the first place.

It is not enough to know that wisdom is
supremely important, we must
understand what wisdom is.

Wisdom is not mere knowledge. People
in this day have access to more
information than any previous
generation, and yet they have less
wisdom than all who came before them.
Luke 7:35 (GW) Yet, wisdom is
proved right by all its results. Lack of
success in life is the clearest evidence
of a lack of wisdom.



Wisdom is not mere education.

2 Timothy 3:7 says some are always
learning and never able to arrive at a
knowledge of the truth. They know so
much and yet really know nothing at all.
Most secular colleges and universities
cannot give their students what they
need most: wisdom.

Proverbs 9:10 says, The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of wisdom.
Wisdom is not based on a bright
intellect, but a deep devotion. Wisdom
starts with an inward attitude that honors
God. You cannot have success without
wisdom, and you will not have wisdom if
you lightly esteem the things of God.
The wisest people | know take God’s
Word very seriously.

Proverbs 2:6 says, For the LORD
gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;
Wisdom is a gift of God. It is the counsel
of God.

Wisdom is sound judgment. It is the
ability to make good decisions.

Wisdom always looks to the future and
considers the consequences of its
actions. The Hebrew word for the
“future,” nolad, is also the word for
“birth.” A wise person can see the future
that his choices give birth to. He knows
the seeds he plants today will produce a
harvest tomorrow.

He realizes that his life is the sum total
of the choices he has made.

A foolish person blames everyone but
himself.

Ephesians 5:15 (NKJV) See then that
you walk circumspectly, not as fools
but as wise. A wise person lives
circumspectly —literally, this means,
“to look around.” The military uses the
term, “situational awareness,” to know
where you are in relation to the enemy.
When | drive a car, | don’t just stare at
the leading edge of my car’s bonnet/
hood.

WISDOMIS'SOUND.
JUDGMENI?

TS THEABILTYAIOIMAKE
GOODIDECISIONS?

| see what is coming down the road,
what’s behind me, and side to side in
my peripheral vision. People who don’t
drive circumspectly have accidents

— they never saw it coming. They didn’t
have time to react to avoid a collision.

Circumspectly also means to live

carefully; not being anxious or afraid,
but being cautious and thoughtful.
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Foolish decisions are often made
hastily. Psalm 106:33 says for they
made his spirit bitter, and he spoke
rashly with his lips. Moses was
frustrated by the complaining of the
Israelites. On an impulse, in the heat of
anger, he said the wrong thing. And it
cost him. He wasn’t permitted to enter
into the promised land. One foolish
decision can be life-altering.

Proverbs 14:16 says, a fool is
reckless and careless.

AEOOLNS BLINDED BYHIS!
OWNPRIDESHEIDOESNITIPAY,
ALLENTIONTOMISEICOUNSEL?

The opposite of being wise is being a
fool.

Proverbs 1:32 says, the complacency
of fools destroys them. To be
complacent is to have a smug self-
satisfaction, overconfident attitude born
of pride, a false security that causes
one to blindly disregard warnings.

2 Peter 2:5 calls Noah a herald of
righteousness. Indicating that he
warned his generation of the coming
judgment, but they did not heed his
message. They felt secure, they saw no
reason for alarm.
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When Lot warned his sons-in-law that
God was going to destroy Sodom, but
to them, he seemed to be joking. They
didn’t take it seriously.

Proverbs 12:15 says, The way of a
fool is right in his own eyes, but a
wise man listens to advice. A fool is
blinded by his own pride. He doesn’t
pay attention to wise counsel.

Proverbs 15:2 says, the mouths of
fools pour out folly.

A fool is known by his words, for out of
the overflow of the heart the mouth
speaks. The word folly suggests
speaking perverse things, that he
mocks the truth, or that what he says is
nonsense. Proverbs 10:8 says, a
babbling fool will come to ruin. He
doesn’t know when to be silent.
Proverbs 10:18 says, whoever utters
slander is a fool. He spreads false
rumors, he repeats lies.

Proverbs 10:23 says, Doing wrong is
like a joke to a fool. Or like a game,
something they enjoy.

Proverbs 12:16, The vexation of a
fool is known at once, but the
prudent ignores an insult. A fool
quickly loses his temper at the slightest
offense. He over-reacts and wants the
world to know that he’s upset.



Proverbs 29:11, A fool gives full vent
to his spirit, but a wise man quietly

holds it back. A wise man is restrained.

Proverbs 17:21 says, the father of a
fool has no joy. A fool, the man who
rebels against the counsel of God,
brings grief to those who love him. In
other words, his lack of wisdom not only
ruins his life, it hurts others too.

THEMWISDOMIOEIGOD
SIACWAYSIROOTEDIN
HISICHARACTER?

Proverbs 17:24 says, The discerning
sets his face toward wisdom, but the
eyes of a fool are on the ends of the
earth. Afool is always running from his
problems. He imagines somewhere in
Shangri-La, in some mystical utopia, all
his troubles will be over. A wise man
deals with life as it is. He is interested in
reality, not fantasy.

Proverbs 18:2 says, A fool takes no

pleasure in understanding, but only
in expressing his opinion. Fools are
unteachable. More than once, I've met
someone in America who wants to tell

me all they know about India because

they saw one television program.

I've lived here for 26 years, yet they’re
doing all the talking.

The wisdom of God is always rooted in
his character. Being kind and merciful to
others and having integrity is Christ-like.
bind them around your neck; write
them on the tablet of your heart.
Under the new covenant, God has
inscribed his laws upon our hearts
(Jeremiah 31:33). He has placed his
own righteous nature in our spirit. If we
will walk by the spirit, if we will renew
our minds with God’s Word, we will
have good success in the sight of God
and man.

James 3:17 says, But the wisdom
from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, open to reason,
full of mercy and good fruits,
impartial and sincere.

The wisdom of God is innocent. It will
never advise you to sin. It is peace-
loving and creates peace. It is patient,
mild, and humble. It is considerate and
teachable, willing to listen to others. It
shows compassion and has goodwill
towards others. And the results are only
good. It is unbiased and fair. It has no
hidden agenda, no secret selfish angle,
it does not wear a mask. It is honest.

James 1:5 says if we need wisdom, we
can ask God for it. (FN)
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My name is Premijit. | currently serve as a Pastor
in Spirit of Faith branch church, Imphal. | was
born and brought up in a poor family, without
knowing the love of my father. My father passed
away when | was only four years old. | was so
fearful and timid, shy and discouraged about life.
| experienced the reality of poverty and never
enjoyed my childhood. Growing up without a
proper education made me feel rejected and
mistreated.

| began to join masonry, and whatever work was
available to support myself and my mother from
my young age. After | received salvation, | had a
heart to serve the Lord. Neither sunny nor rainy,
| never missed a Sunday service.

To make my long story short, God made a divine
connection with this humble servant of God, and
a great man of God, Pastor John Roughton. |
came to Spirit of Bible school in the year 2009
and it was the turning point of my life. God
began to open doors for me as | became a part
of this church. | was appointed as a staff of Spirit
of Faith branch church in the year 2010, and
ordained as pastor in 2011. Now | am living a
\very good life with my lovely wife and three
children. Forever thankful for Pastor John and to
this ministry.

5 My name is Lily Dilbung. | graduated from Spirit of Faith
, Bible School in 2016. | was born and raised in a Baptist
tamily. But | didn't know what the Holy Spirit is and never
_experience the power of the Holy Spirit in my life.

Soon after | joined Bible School, | received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, which completely transformed my life.
Being filled with Spirit change my whole perspective

about life. It helped me to become a better Christian.

Currently, I'm serving as a full-time ministry staff in Spirit
Of Faith Branch Church in Imphal. Serving God under
this ministry enables me to stand on my own feet with no
fear and help me to stay focused and faithful to God. |

very thankful to Pastors John and Zhepi, who are
always there for me and also help me learn more about
the Word of God.
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DON'’T FORGET TO

P> SUBSCRIBE

AND FOLLOW OUR '!
SOCIAL MEDIA

@sofi.life

Visit our Website

Join our
Faigb News
Mailing List

Faith News is a free bi-monthly Christian magazine for 4
all people, young and old, published by Spirit
of Faith Church, Dimapur. It encourages, builds upmes

and refreshes your spirit, with articles, and
information on victorious living.

If you live outside of

Dimapur

We can send the Faith News directly to you!
Send your name, address, and a phone nui
you can be reached to church@sofi.life /

You can also sign up for the Faith
on our Website @ www.sofi.life/signup 4



