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CHARACTER

John Roughton

Romans 5:3-4 (ESV)

Not only that, but we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character
produces hope

Character is a word that describes the
qualities of a person’s nature. It is the
moral attributes and tendencies that
constitute an individual’s personality.
A combination of inward attitudes and
outward actions.

God wants us to be people of good
character, who live in a way that reflects
his work in our lives and his presence in
our hearts. Jesus said that all men will
know that we are his disciples if we love
each other in John 13:35. People can’t
see our theology, but they can see our
character.

Galatians 5:25
If we live by the Spirit, let us also
keep in step with the Spirit.

We could paraphrase this verse: “If it is
the Holy Spirit who imparts to us eternal
life —zoe, the life and nature of God,
then by following the leading of the Spirit
we will walk in that nature.” All born
again Christians have the potential for
godly character. They have God’s DNA

in their spirits. But character is not what
you are capable of doing, it is how you
actually live.

Character is not who you appear to be in
public, but who you really are in private.
Character is how you live behind closed
doors. What you do when no one else
is watching. We should be the same
person on the job and in the classroom
that we are in church. Some people
only exhibit godly character when they
are in the presence of godly people.
But we should not spiritual chameleons
who change our colors based on our
environment.

Godly character is the result of spiritual
maturity. Hebrews 5:14 defines
maturity as having your powers of
discernment trained by constant
practice to distinguish good from evil.
Said another way, maturity is having
your spirit trained to always recognize
(and choose) what is good and right.
Character is seen in the thousands of
small decisions we make every day.
Lack of character is a clear indication of
immaturity.

This verse says we are trained by
constant practice. The Greek word for
practice is hexis, and means, “a habit.”
Good character is not something you
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manifest once in a while, it is a daily
lifestyle. We make our habits and then
our habits make us.

Will Durant said, “We are what we
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not
an act, but a habit.”

Every musician knows if you want

to play better you have to practice.

A musician goes over certain parts
repeatedly until he can play them without
thinking. It becomes, “second nature.”
When you habitually live life from the
inside, letting what God placed on the
inside flow to the outside —the result is
character.

Romans 5:3-4 says suffering
produces endurance, and endurance
produces character. Character is
something that is developed. Eternal life
is a gift but character is cultivated.

14

Character is not who you
appear to be in public, but

I who you really are in p;va,te.-J

Suffering per se doesn’t give you
patience. It provides you with an
opportunity to develop patience. Just
as a owning a set of bar bells doesn’t
automatically give you muscles. You
have to apply yourself. You develop in
character by exercising spiritually. And
the more you do it, the stronger you will
become.
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Out of steadfastness character is
developed. So if you quit everytime
there’s a challenge, you’ll never have
much character. And without character,
you won’t have much hope. So suffering
is a necessary ingredient to living an
abundant life — if you’ll rejoice in it and
persevere.

The Greek word for character in
Romans 5:4 is dokime and means
“testing.” It can refer to either the
process of being tested or the results
of the test. It means proof or being
approved.

Character proves to others and to
ourselves that we are who we claim to
be. In Philippians 2:22 Paul said, But
you know Timothy’s proven worth
[dokimé] how as a son with a father
he has served with me in the gospel.
How was Timothy’s worth proven? Did
Paul give him a written examination?
No, it’s possible to know much and
demonstrate little.

Life itself tests us. Occasions arise
where we must make a difficult choice:
either to do what is convenient and
pleasing —though it is wrong, or to do
what is right —though it is inconvenient
and painful.

Character is not revealed in delightful
conditions but in hardship. It is exposed
under pressure. Suffering brings out the
best and worst in people.

Matthew 5:48 (Amplified Classic)

You, therefore, must be perfect

[growing into complete maturity
of godliness in mind and



character, [having reached the proper
height of virtue and integrity], as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

One important component of Christ-like
character is integrity.

Integrity means first of all, being honest.
It means you say what you mean and
you mean what you say. It is being
sincere and straightforward, making no
attempt to deceive others.

Colossians 3:9

Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have put off the old self with its
practices.

We have stripped away the old sinful
nature, tossing it aside like an old
garment, therefore we should be
completely truthful with others. Being
diplomatic and careful in our words can
be a good thing —lying is unacceptable.

God cannot lie and he will never tell you
to lie. In John 8:44, Jesus said of the
devil, When he lies, he speaks out of
his own character, for he is a liar and
the father of lies. Lying comes easy
for some people, it requires no effort.
They’re highly skilled liars —but that’s
not a good thing.

The Greek word for devil, diabolos,
means “false accuser, slanderer.”

When you spread false rumors about
someone or repeat something you know
is probably not true; when you twist the
story to make yourself look better and
someone else look worse —you are
acting like Satan.

Ephesians 4:25

Therefore, having put away
falsehood, let each one of you speak
the truth with his neighbor, for we are
members one of another.

A person who is deceived is at a
disadvantage — he is believing
something that is not true. Lying is not
being factually wrong about something,
people can be honestly mistaken. Lying
is attempting to delude another. A liar is
a deceiver.

Love never lies. 1 Corinthians 13:6
says love rejoices with the truth.

4

Character proves that we
are who we claim to be.

L gy

In Genesis 20 Abraham and Sarah
journey to the country of the Philistines.
And Abraham said of Sarah, “She is my
sister.” That was partly true, but partly
untrue. She was his step-sister but they
were married. He intentionally tried to
mislead others because he thought the
people of that place would kill him and
steal Sarah.

One reason people lie is because they
are not fully trusting God. When you are
lying you are not walking in faith.

And Abimelech, the king of the
Philistines, sent his men to take Sarah to
be his wife. Abraham was in fear. People
shade the truth, they spin it and conceal
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it because of fear. They are afraid how
the person will react. Tell the truth and
leave it in God’s hands.

That night God appeared to Abimelech
in a dream and told him that he was in
serious trouble, that Sarah was another
man’s wife.

1

Integrity means being
honest. It means you say
what you mean and you
mean what you say.

”'J

But Abimelech defended himself in
v.5 and said, Did he not himself say
to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she
herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In
the integrity of my heart and the
innocence of my hands | have done
this. Taking another man’s wife is
wrong, but Abimelech truthfully did not
know she was married. And that’s why
God supernaturally intervened. If you will
walk in integrity, even if you’re wrong,
God will show you what you need to
know.

Proverbs 12:22

Lying lips are an abomination to the
LORD, but those who act faithfully are
his delight.

The word abomination is a strong

word. It means more than something
that is displeasing to God; it is horrible,
unthinkable, disgusting. The same

word is used to in the Old Testament to
describe idol worship and homosexuality.
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Yet many Christians act like telling a lie
is not serious. They’ll even freely admit,
“I lied —but it was only a little white lie, a
fib.”

For some people lying is like a

game, something they do for fun. But
eventually, you will be exposed as a liar
—and then no one will have confidence
in what you say.

Integrity means your word is
dependable. It means other can fully
trust what you say.

God takes delights in those who tell
the truth. Speak the truth, even if it
displeases men, because it pleases
God.

God said to Abimelech in Genesis 20:6
Yes, | know that you have done this in
the integrity of your heart, and it was
| who kept you from sinning against
me. Therefore | did not let you touch
her.

God knows what you know. He knows

if you’re operating with accurate
knowledge or whether you have
misinformed. God prevented Abimelech
from sinning because he walked in
integrity —he was sincere and honest.
So Abimelech returned Sarah to
Abraham, and said, “What were you
thinking? Why did you do this?” Usually
in the Scriptures, it is the prophet of God
who rebukes the Gentile king. But in this
case, it was the other way around. That’s
embarrassing, when the sinners have
more integrity than the saints!

This message is one part of a series. To hear more teaching on
Character, go to our Youtube channel @ @sofi.nagaland
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Easter marks the commemoration of the
greatest sacrifice ever made. It is vital to
realize that the purpose of the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus dates back to
the fall of man. Easter has nothing to do
with bunny rabbits, coloured eggs or fancy
dresses and suits.

When Adam disobeyed God in the Garden
of Eden, he fell from his rightful place

in God. As a result, sin and death were
introduced into the world (Romans 5:12).
Adam’s disobedience caused sin to infect
and spread to every generation after him.
He took on the devil’s nature by sinning
and he no longer possessed God’s nature.

But, God had a back-up plan. That plan
was to restore man to his rightful place

of sonship. Adam in his original state

was given authority by God to rule and
reign over all of His handiwork - animals,
planets, and all the works of God’s hands,
you name it (Psalm 8:4-9).

Unfortunately, when sin entered, he was
separated from God and the authority that
was delegated to him. That’s where Jesus
comes in. The Bible says, “For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil”

(1 John 3:8).

Jesus was born to destroy the devil’s work,
which includes sin and its consequences
- sickness, poverty and spiritual death.

Jesus shed His blood so that you and
| could live free from the works of the
devil (Luke 4:18).

Jesus’ resurrection guarantees us
the right to be made righteous and
be restored to our rightful place as
sons of God, in right-standing with
Him (John 1:12; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John
3:1-2).

And because those who are saved
have been declared righteous,
they have a right to repent and

to be forgiven and cleansed of
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). God
completely wipes the slate clean
when it comes to our sins.

Acts 13:39 (Amplified) says,
“...through [Jesus] everyone who
believes [acknowledges Jesus as
his Savior and devotes himself

to Him] is absolved (cleared and
freed) from every charge...”. As far
as heaven is concerned, we’re not
guilty of sinning against the Father.

The bottom line is that Jesus was
resurrected for our righteousness and
total life prosperity which includes
our spirit, soul and body. This is the
good news of Easter and that’s worth
celebrating!
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