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John Roughton

Romans 4:17 (ESV)

As it is written, “l have made you the
father of many nations”—in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into exis-
tence the things that do not exist.

God gives life to the dead. The Greek
word z6opoieé means “to revitalize, to
arouse or invigorate with spiritual power;
to restore to life — especially with resurrec-
tion life, since the word is used to describe
the resurrection of Christ.” This is not just
something God will do at the end of the
age during the resurrection of the dead,
but something we can experience, now

in this lifetime. God can infuse life and
strength into those who are weak and sick.

When Sarah’s womb was dead; she had
never been able to have children before,
plus she was past the age of childbirth, and
when Abraham was nearly 100 years old
and his body was as good as dead, God
quickened them. He revitalized them and
they had a child in old age.

He can quicken you too. If your body isn't
working properly, he can infuse resurrec-
tion life into you and heal you and energize
you.

When Sarah was 90 years old, a king fell
in love with her and wanted to marry her!
Abraham lived to be 175. And after Sarah
passed away, he remarried and had six
more children. Genesis 25:8 (Amplified
Classic) says he died at a good (ample,
full) old age, an old man, satisfied and
satiated. (Message) He died happy at a
ripe old age. He didn't die a frustrated,
bitter man. He died happy, satisfied with
life. He didn't die in an old-age home, on a
life-support machine.

But notice this important and often over-
looked fact, Romans 4:17 says God calls
into existence the things that do not
exist. The Greek literally says that God
“calls the not being as being.”

(NKJV) calls those things which do not
exist as though they did

When Abraham was childless, God said to
him, | have made you (past tense) a
father of many nations. God didn't say,
“I'm going to make you a father of many
nations —one day in the future.” He spoke
in the past tense. God said, “l have done
it even before it was done.

Romans 4:17 tells us how God works. God
calls things that do not exist as though



they did. God speaks as if the thing he de-
sired was already a fact, as if it had already
occurred. God speaks of future events in
the past tense. Why does God speak this
way? Because God operates on the princi-
ple of faith, and faith considers it done.

Hebrews 11:1 (Etheridge)

Now faith is the persuasion concerning
things which are in hope, as if they were
in reality

Faith treats the things we hope for as if
they were a reality, already a physical fact.
And our faith gives substance to the things
we hope for. In other words, because we
believe it is done, it will be done.

God speaks of future
events in the past tense.
Why does God speak this

way? Because God operates
on the principle of faith, and
faith considers it done.

Jesus told us to pray in Mark 11:24, be-
lieve that you have received it and it will
be yours. Most Christians pray and are
hoping they will receive it. They're waiting
until they see it before they'll believe. But
that is the opposite of what Jesus said to
do. You must believe that what you have
asked for is already yours even before you
see it.

And because you believe, it will become a
reality.

Romans 4:18
In hope he believed against hope, that

he should become the father of many
nations,

God said,  have made you a father of
many nations, while Abraham and Sarah
were still childless. Abraham believed what
God said, even though there was no nat-
ural reason to expect it to happen, and so
became the father of many nations. God
said, “l have done it,” Abraham believed it,
and became it.

Paul is giving us a synopsis of what hap-
pened. There was a progression to Abra-
ham'’s faith. It took time for him to believe.

When Abram was 75 years old, God prom-
ised that he would become a great nation
in Genesis 12:2. Several years later, God
specifically promised that he would have a
son in Genesis 15:4. 10 years passed with-
out a child, so Sarah decided to let Hagar
become the surrogate mother and Ishma-
el was born. To our ears that immediately
sounds immoral and unnatural. But it was

a common thing in their culture. None of
Abram’s neighbors would have considered
that immoral.

Most of Jacob’s children were born this
way. Rachel only had two sons. Leah had
six. The rest were born through their nurse-
maids. But this was not God'’s plan for
Abraham. God'’s will must be done God's
way. This was an attempt to use purely nat-
ural means to accomplish something that
could only be done supernaturally. It was

a work of the flesh according to Galatians
4:21-31.

And after Ishmael was born, God didn't
speak to Abram for the next 13 years. If
there are long silences from God, that

should tell us that something is wrong.



Finally, the Lord appeared to Abram and
said:

Genesis 17:1
| am God Almighty; walk before me and
be blameless.

The Hebrew says, | am El Shaddai which
could be translated, the God who is more
than enough. In other words, God said, “I
am well-able to perform what | have prom-
ised, and | don't need your carnal methods
to fulfill my word.”

You must believe that what
you have asked for is already
yours even before you see it.

And because you believe, it

will become a reality.

Genesis 17:4,5

Behold, my covenant is with you, and
you shall be the father of a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your name be
called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham, for | have made you the father
of a multitude of nations.

God changed his name from Abram which
means, “exalted father” to Abraham,
“father of many nations.”

Elderly people usually have trouble
embracing change. They wear old clothes,
drive old cars, have old furniture, because
they're accustomed to familiar ways. Can
you imagine a 99-year-old man changing
his name?

Why did God change his name? Every time
Abraham introduced himself to others, he
was saying, "Hi, I'm a father of many na-
tions.” Every time Sarah called him for din-
ner she said, “Father of many nations! It's
time to eat!” Whenever he heard his name,
he was reminded who he is, “A father of
many nations.”

Abram & Sarah had waited for nearly 24
years for God's promise to be fulfilled and
nothing happened, except Ishmael, a work
of the flesh. After God changed Abram'’s
name to Abraham, in about one year’s
time Sarah gave birth to Isaac—the child of
promise.

Abraham called himself what God had
called him. And he became what God said
he was. You need to see yourself the way
God sees you, and call yourself the way
God calls you.

Romans 4:17 (WE) He believed God
when he said that things were true even
though they had not happened yet.

(ERV) speaks of things that don’t yet
exist as if they are real.

God speaks as if the thing he desires has
already happened. He speaks of future
events in the past tense. God is so cer-
tain that what he says is going to happen,
that as far as he is concerned, it is already
done! In fact, if God says it—it is done!
That's how God works. Psalm 33:9 says,
For he spoke, and it came to be; he
commanded, and it stood firm.

Consider the “past tense” of God's Word.
God said to Joshua 6:2, See, | have

given Jericho into your hand (past tense).
Yet, as far as Joshua could see, there was



no change in the situation. But Joshua
believed and said to Israel: v.16 Shout!
For the Lord has given you the city (past
tense). The walls came down after they
shouted, not before.

God told Gideon, before the battle with
the Midianites, Arise, go down against
the camp, for | have given it into your
hands Gideon told the men with him the

same thing and it came to pass (Judges
7:9,15).

If you believe God,
you'll consider it
already done, too.

If you believe God, you'll consider it al-
ready done, too.

| Peter 2:24 By his wounds you have
been healed. (past tense). God put your
healing in the past tense—you should do
the same.

Galatians 3:13 says Christ has redeemed
us from the curse of the law (past tense),
which includes sickness and poverty. The
word redeem means to set someone free
by paying a price. This is not something
Jesus is going to do for us, if we pray hard
enough. This is something he has already
done.

Luke 17:14
10 lepers stood at a distance and shouted,
"Jesus, have mercy on us!” Jesus said, Go

show yourselves to the priests.

The Levitical law said if a leper recovered
from his disease, he was to present himself
to the priest who would examine him and
declare him “clean” and cured (Lev. 14).
Jesus was saying, “You're healed!” but they
still had leprosy. He was calling things that
be not as though they were.

v.14 as they went they were healed.

The lepers obeyed Jesus’ word. In essence,
by their actions, they were calling them-
selves healed, too; And they became what
Jesus said.

They could have said, “I'm not going to
show myself to the priest! | still have lepro-
sy. First heal me and then I'll go.”

Mark 10:52

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way;
your faith has made you well.” And
immediately he recovered his sight and
followed him on the way.

Jesus said to blind Bartimaeus, your faith
has made you well (past tense) while the
man was still blind. He was calling things
that be not as though they were.

v.50 Bartimaeus threw aside his cloak
when Jesus called him. Beggars in those
days wore an official begging shawl which
identified them as beggars. Throwing it
away, before he was healed, Bartimaeus
was saying, "l won't need that anymore!”
He was calling himself healed.

In Mark 11:24 Jesus told us to put the
reception in the past tense. If you believe
you have received the thing you asked for,
then you should call yourself that way.



We could define faith as: calling things that
be not as though they were.

Therefore:

e Without calling things that be not

as though they were it is impossible to
please God (Heb. 11:6).

* The prayer of calling things that be not
as though they were shall heal the sick
(James 5:15).

e All things you ask in prayer calling
things that be not as though they were
you shall receive (Matthew 21:22)

e All things are possible to those who call
things that be not as though they were
(Mark 9:23).

There is a difference
between the facts and the
truth. We look to the truth

and it changes the facts.
Faith is not being blind to
the seen, but seeing
the unseen.

Some people will object, “I'm not going

to say I'm healed when | know that I’'m not.
That would be lying.” Was God lying, when
he said to Abraham, I have made you a
father of many nations? Was Jesus lying
when he said to Bartimaeus, Your faith has
made you well?

“Yes, but that was God!” | know it. But if
calling things that be not is a sin then
God sinned. If it's wrong for you to do it, it's
wrong for God also.

“But I'm not going to say | have something
when | don't!” If you said you felt healed or
looked healed, that would be lying. But if

you said, according to the Word of God |
am healed and | believe that | have it—that's
faith. The Bible says God calls things that
be not as though they were. It doesn't
say He calls things that are as though they
were not. Faith doesn't deny the reality of
sickness. We're not to say, “I'm not sick” but
rather, “I am healed”

Romans 4:19 (NKJV)

And not being weak in faith, he did not
consider his own body, already dead
(since he was about a hundred years
old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

Abraham didn’t deny the fact that he was
old and Sarah was barren. There is a differ-
ence between the facts and the truth. We
look to the truth and it changes the facts.
Faith is not being blind to the seen, but
seeing the unseen. Yes, Abraham knew his
condition, but he didn't consider that suffi-
cient reason for doubting God's Word.

God quickened Abraham and Sarah
because like God, they called those things
which be not as though they were.

This message is one part of a series. To hear more teaching on

this sermon series, go to our Youtube channel. o
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TESTIMONIES

name is Imsumongla Pongener. | am 41 years old,

Y married, and blessed with two teenage children and
an infant. | started consuming tobacco and various related products
at the tender age of 10. Before | knew it, | was addicted, and for
over 30 years, | struggled to break free.

| tried everything within my power to overcome this addiction, but
my efforts only seemed to make it worse. In early 2024, | began
attending Spirit of Faith Church. At that time, | was still bound by
addiction and felt like | was going nowhere.

However, as | consistently attended church, | found hope in the
preaching and teaching of God’s Word by the Pastor. | continued
attending the church and listening to the Word. God worked in my
heart, and | experienced victory over addiction.

By God'’s grace, | am now clean and free from over 30 years of
addiction. The support and prayers of my fellow church members
have been instrumental in helping me resist temptations and stay
on track. | am grateful to be part of this growing community and
deeply thankful to God for Spirit of Faith Church

“Only Jesus can deliver us from any kind of addiction.”
— Imsumongla Pongener

name is Bendang, | am 52 years old. Since | was 16,
% | began drinking alcohol and never really made an
effort to quit. | was also not a regular churchgoer but in the year
2024, | attended Spirit of Faith Church and there, the Lord truly
touched my heart. | started attending services regularly and with
God's leading, my family and | became members of the Church. By
God'’s grace and through the power of His Word, | am now living a
clean and addiction-free life. It brings me great joy to also share that
| am involved in the helps ministry and continue to grow by hearing
God'’s Word and serving. Every form of addiction is gone.

Q&% le Ged!
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