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In association with
Spirit of Faith International,
USA a.k.a. John Roughton Ministries Inc.

SUNDAY

WORSHIP & THE WORD
10:00 am

COVENANT KIDS
10:00 am

NAGAMESE SERVICE

2:00 pm

COVENANT KIDS (Nagamese)
2:00 pm

WEDNESDAY

SUMMER 5:30 pm
WINTER 5:00 pm

SATURDAY

BLAZE
Teens/Young Adults

SUMMER 4:30 pm
WINTER 4:00 pm

Q. (03862) 231588 ¥ office@sofi.church {§) www.sofi.church



2 Timothy 1:6-7 (NKJV)

Therefore | remind you to stir up the
gift of God which is in you through the
laying on of my hands.

For God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power and of love and of a
sound mind.

Paul wrote this letter during his second
imprisonment in Rome around the year 65
A.D. It is thought to be the last epistle he
wrote. In many ways, it is a farewell letter
addressed to his young protégé, Timothy,
who served with Paul in the ministry like

a son working alongside his father. Paul
wanted to impart some final thoughts, a
few last words of warning and encourage-
ment. He knew the end was near.

In 2 Timothy 4:6 Paul says, For | am
already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure
has come. The Israelites were sometimes
required to pour a liter of wine onto the
altar with the sacrifices they offered. In
Scripture, wine often symbolizes blood.
Paul knew his blood would be shed for the
faith. Eusebius, an early church historian,
says Paul was beheaded by order of Em-
peror Nero.
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These were dark days. A devastating fire
burned much of the city of Rome to the
ground in 64 AD. Many people accused
Nero of intentionally starting the fire. To
shift blame away from him, Nero blamed
the Christians. This began the first whole-
sale persecution of Christians at the
hands of Rome. Christians were arrested,
tortured, crucified, thrown to the lions, or
even used as human torches in Nero’s
gardens.

By this time, Peter had already been ex-
ecuted, crucified upside down in Rome.
Andrew and several other church pioneers
had been put to death.

But Timothy also faced personal struggles.
He wasn’t always respected by the people
he was sent to minister to. Some church-
es didn’t receive him warmly. His mother
was Jewish and his father was a Greek —
which may have had something to do with
it. But primarily, the issue was his age. In 1
Timothy 4:12 Paul said, Let no one de-
spise you for your youth.

Paul was concerned about his son in the
faith and said in 2 Timothy 1:3 (Remedy)
You are on my mind and in my prayers



all day, every day. He was mindful of
Timothy’s tears.

And against this backdrop, with all this in
mind, Paul wrote:

2 Timothy 1:6 (NKJV)

Therefore | remind you to stir up the
gift of God which is in you through the
laying on of my hands.

No matter what you’re going through to-
day, this is good advice for you as well. If
the Apostle Paul was here in the flesh, and
you poured out your heart to him, sharing
all your troubles, he would probably say to
you what he said to Timothy: Stir up the
gift of God!

(e must keep that fire burning.
e cannot face the challenges

of the day with memories of the past.
e need fresbh fire.

What is the gift of God that refers to? |
think Paul is talking about the baptism with
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38 says, Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The baptism with the Holy Spirit is as
much as gift as salvation is. Just as we

are saved by faith, we are filled by faith.
Galatians 3:2 says, Did you receive the
Spirit by works of the law or by hearing
with faith? What is the correct answer to
that question? Believing the message that
you heard. That means it is just as easy for

a Christian to be baptized with the Spirit,
speaking in other tongues, as it is for a
sinner to be saved —if you will believe the
Word.

Notice Paul said which is in you through
the laying on of my hands.

Paul was filled with the Spirit when a broth-
er named Ananias laid hands on him (Acts
9:17). Paul himself preached the gospel to
some disciples, and after baptizing them

in water, Acts 19:6 says, And when Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they began
speaking in tongues. If he laid hands on
these people to be filled with the Spirit, it
isn’t hard to image he also laid hands on
Timothy.

What is this gift of God? Notice v.7, For
God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and of a sound
mind. What did God give us? A Spirit - not
of fear but of power. That’s the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8 says, But you will receive pow-
er when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the earth. He
empowered us to be his withesses. No-
tice 2 Timothy 1:8, the next verse, says,
Therefore do not be ashamed of the tes-
timony about our Lord. Don’t hesitate to
be Christ’s witness. The gift of God in v.6
is the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

However, notice that Paul didn’t say: “Tim-
othy, | know you’re battling some major
problems, but don’t forget, several years
ago you were filled with the Spirit!” No, he
said; stir up the gift of God which is in
you. The Lord has baptized us with the
Holy Spirit and with fire, he has set our
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hearts ablaze. But we must keep that fire
burning. We cannot face the challenges
of the day with memories of the past. We
need fresh fire.

(Amplified Classic) stir up (rekindle the
embers of, fan the flame of, and keep
burning) the [gracious] gift of God, [the
inner fire]

Every woman knows that fire eventually
dwindles and smolders, they die down.

If she lights a fire in the kitchen early this
morning, it’s not likely to still be burning
bright in the later afternoon. She has to
maintain it. She has to rekindle it. She
stokes the embers, she fans the flame.
She takes stick and stirs it up.

If Apostle “Paul was here in the flesh,

and you poured out your heart to him,
sharing all your troubles, he would
probably say to you what he said fo Timoth y:

Stir up the gift of God!

When the fire of the Spirit dies down in
our hearts, things don’t work as well as
they’re supposed to. v.7 For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind. When
we cool-off spiritually, fears become more
prominent. We become timid. We say, “I'm
a little shy.” But in reality, we’re suffering
from the fear of man. The fire will burn
away your phobias.

When we cool-off spiritually, our love
wanes, it shrinks. Our love for God is less
passionate; our love for others is less
prominent. When we stir up the gift of

God, we’re igniting the agapé of God in us.
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Christians who hardly pray, who belong
to the once-a-month church attendance
club, who never give the Bible more than
a quick glance, are carnal and dominated
by their fleshly nature. When the fire dies
down, sin heats us.

When the fire dims, the love sours. We
become touchy, easily offended, and thin-
skinned. We become complainers who
sow seed of strife.

And forget about putting on your fake reli-
gious mask! That’s just for show. But peo-
ple who have fresh fire see right through
your disguise. They may not say anything,
but they know you’re not right with God.
The answer is to repent, and stir up the gift
of God.

If you need more power, stir up the gift of
God. There’s nothing sadder than see-

ing Christians like Samson with a haircut.
They used to have the anointing, they
used to be strong in the Lord, they used

to be a force for good in God’s kingdom,
they used to make demons tremble, now
they’re distracted with various hobbies and
carnal pleasures.

And if that’s true for individuals it’s also
true for churches. Most churches were
born in the fire of revival and then slowly
died in the smoke. Some when they were
young were reckless for God, they had a
daring faith, and they were sold out, radical
believers! But later, they became too con-
cerned about the opinions of their peers,
they became too dignified, they lost their
zeal, their hunger for the things of God dis-
sipated. They think of themselves as being
smart, but in reality, they’re not where they
used to be.



When Paul wrote this letter, the only light
they had at night was from a fire. When
the fire in us is burning bright in this dark
world, we see more clearly. As we stay
stirred up, revelation comes to us, the Bi-
ble comes alive, and it speaks to us.

When the fire is burning, we shine. There
is something attractive about a fire, it
draws people. Some churches have all
kinds of strategies for church growth, and
some of that maybe fine, but it’s really for
nothing without the fire of the Holy Spirit.
When Paul wrote these words, the only
warmth he had, besides the clothes he
wore, was from a fire. When we’re burning
bright, it warms the cold souls around us.
They can feel Jesus. In the harsh winter,
you can feel dead, frozen, and almost
unable to move. But to sit by the fire and
be warmed is such a relief. It’s not just for
you, but for the benefit of others, that you
should stir up the gift of God.

e stoke the flames by remembering
the goodness of God, by recalling his
faithfulness, by reaffirming our faith

in his promises.

Notice Paul didn’t say, “Pray that God
would stir you up.” Or, “Ask the pastor to
stir you up. See if your friends can stir you
up.” No, there are something you have to
do for yourself. It is our responsibility to
keep the fires burning hot.

How can we stir up the gift of God?
One way is through prayer and praise.

1 Corinthians 14:4 says, The one who
speaks in a tongue builds up himself.
Most of us recharge our cell phones daily.
You’d panic if you misplaced your charger.

We need to get beyond just singing songs.
We need to get beyond hoopla and natural
excitement, waving flags and banners, just
shouting to be shouting. We need more
than noise. We need to get into that place
of pure worship, where the air is charged
with God’s presence.

We need to be filled and filled again with
the Spirit. We need to be continually re-
vived.

We stoke the flames by remembering the
goodness of God, by recalling his faithful-
ness, by reaffirming our faith in his prom-
ises. We stir up the gift by speaking the
Word. They said in Luke 24:32, Did not
our hearts burn within us while he talk-
ed to us on the road, while he opened
to us the Scriptures? You can do that
yourself.

Notice 2 Timothy 1:6 says, Therefore |
remind you to stir up the gift of God.
He said, “I'm not telling you something you
didn’t know. You’ve heard this before. But
it’s not enough to know it, you have to do.”
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John Roughton is the F
founder of Spirit of Faith l
church and Bible School
located in Dimapur,
Nagaland. Along with
his wife Zhepitoli, he
continues to teach God's
Word with clarity with a
mandate to transform
nominal Christians into
victorious believers. For
more information you
can go to: www.sofi.life
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This season marks more than the completion of a course. It celebrates lives
shaped by the uncompromised Word of God. Throughout their time in Bible
School, the students have grown stronger in faith, gained clarity and direction,
and learned to walk confidently in God’s will.

Beyond the classroom, the students embraced opportunities to serve, build

community, and step out in faith. Through evangelism, fellowship, worship,

and every shared experience, they have not only impacted others but have
also transformed themselves.

As graduates, the students now move forward with purpose —prepared to
carry the Word of God, live by faith, and reflect Christ wherever He leads them.

May this not be the end of a season, but the beginning of a greater calling.

CONGRATULATIONS
— Gl 602026 —

Go forward boldly, remain grounded in the Word,
and continue flowing in the Spirit.
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[ Scan the QR code below to register for the Covenant Kids Summer Bible School. ]

west= SCHOOL 2026

YOUTH CONFERENCE

FOR MORE INFO: . KUDA B KHEL,

8787583109 = Era] o SPIRIT OF FAITH CHURCH

Annuadl |

NOVEMBER 2026

CONTACT US! Register through the number given to reserve
Y T i By kf: TV your seat for the Glorious Annual Conference.




