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Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV)

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and
do not lean on your own understanding. In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make straight your paths.

(Amplified) He will make your paths
straight and smooth [removing obstacles
that block your way].

(Living Bible) and he will direct you and
crown your efforts with success.

(NLT) and he will show you which path to
take.

God has promised to guide us, to help us
accomplish our intended aims, and arrive at
the right destination. But there are condi-
tions which must be met: First, we must trust
in the Lord with all (not part) of our heart,
and second, we must not lean on (or rely on)
our own understanding. So what if you don't
fully trust God or you do depend on your
own human reasoning? Then he won't direct
your steps; your way will not be smooth.

But there’s another requirement: in all your
ways acknowledge him. The English word
acknowledges means, “to recognize, admit,
and confess, to express appreciation and
honor, to respond to.” This suggests that
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you remember God in everything you do
and that you express this in words.

Recently, | flew to one city and was seated
in an exit row on the airliner. Before take-
off, the stewardess asked, “Are you willing
to help out if required to do so?” | nodded.
Then she said, “l need a verbal response.”
So, | said, "Yes, I'm willing.”

It is not enough to know the Word and be-
lieve it. God is looking for a verbal response.
If we've heard the Word that God has spo-
ken to us. God needs to hear that Word spo-
ken back to him.

| think often things don’t run as smoothly as
they should because we don’t acknowledge
the Lord enough. We need to be mindful of
his presence every day and in every scenar-

io. And we need to continually confess what
we claim to believe.

Hebrews 13:5,6

Keep your life free from love of money,
and be content with what you have, for he
has said, "l will never leave you nor for-
sake you.”

So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my
helper; | will not fear; what can man do to
me?”



| am convinced that God wants to fully sup-
ply our needs and bless us financially. But

| also believe that we should be content.
Keep your life free from the love of money.
That means we have to always be on guard.
If we're not vigilant, the love of money can
creep in.

and be content with what you have. You
can believe God for increase and be happy
with what you have. You can ask him for big
things while being grateful for everything he
has done for you in the past.

God has spoken his ord to us so
that we can speak his (Dord back
fo him. Ifif’s in our hearts, it
should also be in our mouths.

The Greek word translated content is arkeo
and actually means, “to erect a barrier.”

We need to have boundaries in our lives.
Some people will do anything for money: lie,
cheat, or steal. No, that's wrong. God’s pros-
perity will come to you God’s way. Purpose
in your heart that if it doesn’t come to you
God'’s way, you don't want it. Abraham said,
“| don't want anyone to say that the king of
Sodom made me rich.” | want God to get
the glory.

Here's the cure for greed: for he has said, “I
will never leave you.” The word for means
“because.” Be content because God will
never leave you. What does God'’s presence
have to do with overcoming materialism?
Everything. The more real God is to us, the
less impressed we are with worldly things.
As the old song says:

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.

Look full in his wonderful face.

And the things of earth will grow strangely
dim in the light of his glory and grace.

The more in love we are with him, the less in
love we are with money. That also tells me
something: stingy and ungenerous people
don’t regularly experience God'’s manifested
presence.

So notice this:

for he has said, "l will never leave you nor
forsake you.”

So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my
helper; | will not fear; what can man do to
me?”

He has said something so we can say some-
thing. If we receive God’s Word, it should
trigger a response in us. God has spoken his
Word to us so that we can speak his Word
back to him. If it's in our hearts, it should
also be in our mouths.

Many Christians are familiar with the prom-
ises of Scripture, but they can’t understand
why they're not being fulfilled in their lives.
There's a big disconnect between what they
know and what they experience. Often the
problem is that though they believe it, they
don’t confess it. They don’t acknowledge
the Lord; they don’t verbally respond.

Notice these verses don't say, “If we feel his
presence with us, then we can confidently
say, ‘The Lord is my helper.”” God's Word is
true regardless of how we feel.

Instead of reaffirming what God has said,
many Christians deny it by what they say.
For example, some people constantly pray,
“Lord, be with me today.” When you say
that, it sounds like he's not with you. That's
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why you're asking him to be with you. If |
were in the room with you, would you call
my cell number and ask me to come over?
Of course not, I'm already there!

Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.

Honestly, some folks just pray by rote; they
don’t even consider what they're saying.
When | was a boy, my father prayed over the
food the same way every mealtime: Lord,
make us thankful for what we are about to
receive. Sweeten our souls with heavenly
grace. We ask this for Jesus’ sake, Amen.

The more real God is to us,
the less impressed we are

with worldly things.

One day | told my dad that his prayer was
unscriptural. God isn't going to make us
thankful. We have a choice. I'm not sure
that he sweetens our souls —whatever that
means. And we don’t ask for Jesus’ sake;
he's not going to eat this meal, we are! We
ask in his name.

So | told my dad this, and he just looked at
me. The next evening —same prayer.

God has said, so we can say. If we want his
assistance in life, we need to say something.
We need to say it; | will not fear. If there's
anything the COVID pandemic has taught
us, it's that fear is a powerful tool used by
unscrupulous and devilish people to control
others.

Some Christians wouldn’t even talk on the
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phone to someone who had COVID. | guess
they thought the virus would spread through
the speaker in the cellphone?

2 Corinthians 4:13

Since we have the same spirit of faith
according to what has been written, “I
believed, and so | spoke,” we also believe,
and so we also speak

The word spirit in this context doesn’t refer
to the Holy Spirit or even your born-again
human spirit. It means a prevailing character-
istic. (CEV) We have this same kind of faith.
There are different kinds of faith. The kind
of faith that works is the kind that speaks, |
believe, and | spoke.

If we truly trust in the Lord, we will acknowl-
edge him in all our ways.

Hebrews 3:1

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share
in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the
apostle and high priest of our confession,

This verse tells us two things, we are, and
two things Jesus is. We are holy brothers,
and we are sharers in a heavenly calling. We
have responded to God's invitation to be
saved. Jesus is an apostle and a high priest.

The Greek word, apostolos, means a del-
egate or ambassador, one who is sent to
officially represent another. Jesus was sent
from heaven to earth to represent the Father
to us. After he arose from the dead, he was
sent from earth to heaven to represent us to
the Father.

The priests of the Old Testament offered
gifts and sacrifices. But only the high priest
could enter into the innermost compartment
of the temple, the most holy place. Hebrews
9:24 says, For Christ has entered, not into



holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of
God on our behalf.

(BBE) says, and now takes his place before
the face of God for us.

(CEV) and is now there with God to help us.

The more we talk about the Lord,
the more mindful we will be of
him. The more we think about
him, the more peace we will have.

Most Christians know something about
Jesus’ earthly ministry; they have read about
it in the four gospels. Few Christians know
anything about Jesus’ heavenly ministry,
which is revealed to us in the epistles,
especially the book of Hebrews.

Jesus’ earthly ministry lasted three and a
half years. His heavenly ministry has lasted
for the last two thousand years. What Jesus
is doing now at the Father’s right hand is
just as important as what he did in Galilee
and Calvary. If he didn't represent us now in
heaven, it wouldn’t matter that he took our
place on the cross two thousand years ago.

But notice Hebrews 3:1 says he is the high
priest of our confession. That means his
heavenly ministry is activated by the words
we speak in faith.

In Matthew 10:32,33 Jesus said, So every-
one who acknowledges me before men,

| also will acknowledge before my Father
who is in heaven, but whoever denies me
before men, | also will deny before my

Father who is in heaven.

What we say about him on earth has some-
thing to do with what he says about us in
heaven. We speak his name before men; he
speaks our name to God.

Jesus was sending his disciples to preach in
an evangelistic outreach. He warned them
they would face dangers, that they would be
persecuted. But he also reassured them of
divine protection. Then, in that context, he
said, If you confess your faith in me, in the
presence of men, | will speak to the Father
on your behalf.

In Luke’s account, we read that Jesus said,
And | tell you, everyone who acknowledg-
es me before men, the Son of Man also
will acknowledge before the angels of
God (Luke 12:8).

| can understand Jesus acknowledging us
before the Father, but why speak to the
angels? He's not just mentioning our names
to them in passing. He is dispatching angels
to protect us. So when you face opposition,
remember he is the high priest of your con-
fession. Start talking!

The Greek word translated acknowledge
or confess is homologed, and literally
means, “the same word.” There must be
agreement. | am to say the same thing here
that he says there. What is he saying? That
there's no hope for me, that I'm a loser,
that I'm a disgrace? No! He's saying I'm not
condemned because he washed me in his
blood; he strengthens me so | can do all
things; his grace is sufficient for me.

The Greek word for deny literally means, “to
not speak.” In other words, it doesn’t just
mean to disavow, reject, or lose faith in. It
means to not confess. So if we are silent, so
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is he. If we are mute, we lose by default. In
times of trouble, you must find your voice.

In his earthly ministry, Jesus constantly
acknowledged his Father. Jesus referred to
his Father 110 times in the gospel of John
alone. Yet in John 12:49 Jesus said, For |
have not spoken on my own authority, but
the Father who sent me has himself giv-
en me a commandment—what to say and
what to speak. He never spoke on his own
words. He relayed what he heard. So that
means the Holy Spirit often wanted him to
speak about the Father.

If we will listen to the Lord, we'll be talking
about the Lord. And if we are mindful of
God, we will continually acknowledge him.

Smith Wigglesworth was traveling by car
with a pastor. As they traveled, they talked
of the weather and other things. Suddenly
Wigglesworth yelled, “Stop the car!” The
pastor came to a screeching halt. “What is
it?” he asked. Wigglesworth said, “It's been
ten minutes, and we haven’t even men-
tioned the Lord!”

That seems extreme, but it shows how disci-
plined Wigglesworth was. And it's not sur-
prising that God used him to bring healing
and deliverance to so many.

Let's acknowledge the Lord in our daily af-
fairs. Let’s continually mention his goodness.
“The Lord has given us a wonderful day.”
“Thank God, he helped me this evening.”
“I'm so glad the Lord was with me in that
hard time.”

Instead of complaining about how hard life
is, say, “He is my strength and my help.”
Instead of being filled with anxiety, say, “He
meets all my needs.” Instead of being over-
come with confusion, say, “He's directing my
steps.”
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The more we talk about the Lord, the more
mindful we will be of him. The more we
think about him, the more peace we will
have. Isaiah 26:3, You keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on you, be-
cause he trusts in you. The more mindful
we are of him, the more real he is to us. The
more real he is, the easier it is to trust him.
The more we trust him, the more he gives
us grace. The more grace, the more we see
God's hand working on behalf.

In Romans 1:28, Paul wrote, And since
they did not see fit to acknowledge God,
God gave them up to a debased mind to
do what ought not to be done. This world
doesn’t want to even acknowledge the
very existence of God. They suppress the
truth. Notice that failing to acknowledge
God leads to a debased, degraded mind. It
doesn’t improve our lives to be silent. God
wants us to be a voice for him in this world.

It's not just heaven that responds when

we acknowledge him; people in the world
around us need to hear. Many of us freely
acknowledge the Lord in church, but not so
much at home, and even less in the market-
place.

Want a straight path? Lean on him and talk
about him all the time.

John Roughton is the
founder of Spirit of Faith
church and Bible School
located in Dimapuir,
Nagaland. Along with
his wife Zhepitoli, he
continues to teach God's
Word with clarity with a
mandate to transform
nominal Christians into
victorious believers. For
more information you
can go to: www.sofi.life
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This year’s Covenant Kids Summer Bible School welcomed 470 children for a fun and life-changing
experience. During the first two days, the children learned to let their light shine for Jesus and
walk with Him daily. As a result, 287 children gave their hearts to Jesus.

Each day featured praise and worship, skits, illustrated lessons, memory verses, object lessons,
quizzes, games, and other engaging activities that helped the children grow in God’'s Word.

The Summer Bible School concluded with a joyful mini mela, where the children played games,
won prizes, and received awards. Their enthusiasm and participation made it truly memorable for
everyone involved.

"BlazeCon26 truly marked a new wave

for the younger generation.”

More than 550 young people attended the
conference. Every service was marked by powerful
worship, passionate preaching, and a mighty move
of the Holy Spirit. Young people didn't just show
up, they engaged wholeheartedly, worshipped
with all their hearts, and opened themselves to
encounter God in a real way.

By the end of the conference, around 70 young
people had given their lives to Christ, and 34 were
filled with the Holy Spirit.

Every service was filled with worship, testimonies,
and an atmosphere charged with expectation. It
wasn't just an event—it was a genuine encounter.
Many left transformed, carrying a fresh fire and a
renewed sense of purpose in their walk with God.

BlazeCon26 wasn't just a conference—it was a
movement, and this is only the beginning.This
version improves the flow, avoids repetition, and
reads more naturally while preserving the original
message and impact.




Scan the QR code
to register

For more information
Contact: 9863031380

~ Register using the number below to reserve
your seat for the Annual Conference.



